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Press release

20 August 2007 

Students speak up for Fashion Victims – winning designs announced

The Fur Free Alliance has today announced the student winners of the European & International round of its fifth annual Design Against Fur competition. View the images at: http://www.infurmation.com/daf/2007/win07_eu.php

Design Against Fur is an international student competition to create a poster with a conscience; in 2007 students were asked to produce a campaign poster which visualised fur bearing animals as ‘Fashion Victims’ - over 50 millions animals are slaughtered every year in the name of fashion. 

The top prize was awarded to Belgian student, Harmony Gricini; second place to Finnish student, Katja Aalto; and a design by Daria Paraboni, Helga Pellegrini and Benedetta Lucca from Milan, Italy was placed third.

In addition, nine students received Specially Commended certificates and fourteen students were awarded Commended certificates. 

Over 900 students, from 49 countries, took part in the 2007 European & International round of the competition; other regional heats took place in Canada, China, Russia, UK & Ireland and the US.  The top three winners from each region will now be considered for the Grand Prize.

During November 2007, people will be able choose their favourite design by taking part in the online People’s Choice Award.  Voting will take place at: www.designagainstfur.com
Joh Vinding from Anima in Denmark, Chair of the Fur Free Alliance, said:

‘Our congratulations to Harmony Gricini, her design is thought provoking and interprets the brief very well. I wish her, and all the finalists, the very best in their future careers. 

‘We’re delighted that our Design Against Fur competition is so enthusiastically taken up by design students across the world. The number of students involved this year has been very encouraging and the standard of the entries was excellent. The students certainly interpreted the revulsion felt by compassionate people around the world at the cruelty involved in the fur trade.’ 

Design Against Fur 2007: European & International winners:

1st  Harmony Gricini - Saint Luc Tournai, Belgium
2nd Katja Aalto - EVTEK Design Institut, Finland
3rd Daria Paraboni, Helga Pellegrini, Benedetta Lucca - Accademia di Comunicazione, Milan, Italy

All European & International winning designs can be viewed at: http://www.infurmation.com/daf/2007/win07_eu.php
Winning designs from each of the five regions can be seen at:

http://www.infurmation.com/daf/2007/daf07.html
Design Against Fur People’s Choice Award – November 2007

Vote online for your favourite poster from the winning designs from the regional heats:

The People’s Choice Award will run throughout November at: www.designagainstfur.com
Details of the Design Against Fur 2008 competition will be announced in September 2007: to register and to receive full details of the brief and deadlines, see: www.designagainstfur.com

/ends

Notes to Editors:

The Fur Free Alliance is a coalition of thirty-five animal protection organisations from around the world. More information at: www.inFURmation.com

For further information and images please contact:

Shely Bryan, Manager, European & International region:

Phone: +44 (0) 7710 148957 

Email: mail@shelybryan.net
2.

E-mail : info@infurmation.com - www.infurmation.com
2100 L St. NW Washington, DC 20037, USA  - Telephone  301-258-3109
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