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furs is much more widespread than we think,' says Struan Stevenson, Scotsman
and Conservative MEP, who has campaigned for a ban on fur imports into the
European Union.

A study by international animal protection organisation Humane Society
International confirms this. Researchers proved the presence of toxic elements from
numerous colourants after fur analysis.

Fur will continue to be sold on the European market as long as the origin of the
material is never disclosed. 'The general public are being led up the garden path
about the true origins of cat and dog fur. It's all down to incorrect labelling,' confirms
Stevenson. 'Labels are misleading, saying that the fur originates from animals such
as Gae-wolf, Sobaki, Asian Jackal, Gou-pee, China wolf and the Asiatic Racoon
Dog. The truth is that the fur comes from pets.'

Bringing laws into line

According to the EU Commission, the fur is predominately exported from Asia.
Cases of this practice within the EU are not known. The EU is now acting against
the brutal and illegal trade in cat and dog fur. Last November, the EU Commission
proposed a ruling to see an end to the export and import, trade, manufacture and
sale of cat and dog fur.

DNA testing is one proposal in identifying the true origins of a particular fur. The 27
member states would also regularly exchange information about their methods.
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Currently 15 member states - among those France, ltaly, Great Britain and Poland -
have passed their own laws on cat and dog fur trade. The European Commission
now wants to bring these laws into line throughout Europe. The US, Switzerland and
Australia are ahead of Europe, having banned the trade in these furs long ago.

However, although this ban will end fur imports to Europe, animal cruelty will
continue to take place in China and other countries. Moreover, other animals will not
be protected through a ban because their fur will continue to fall victim to expensive
fashion articles.

Nadia El Bennich - Brussels - 23.4.2007 | Translation : Melanie Cutler
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