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A young seal lies on the Canadian ice awaiting its fate at the hands of hunters who annually kill more than
300,000 of the animals for their skins - some of which come to Britain. Picture: PA

Ban call over Britain's shocking trade in sealskins
JAMES KIRKUP POLITICAL EDITOR (jkirkup@scotsman.com)

THEIR huge liquid eyes warm even the coldest heart, but the endearing appearance of young
harp seals is not enough to spare hundreds of thousands of them from being clubbed and shot
to death along Canada's icy north-east coast every year.

And despite growing international revulsion at the violent cull, tonnes of seal skins are
imported into Britain every year, some for exclusive fashions but many used to make that most
Scottish of garments, the sporran - and the trade is growing.

Figures obtained by The Scotsman show there has
been a dramatic increase in the number of skins
being brought into the country.

Fearing a public backlash, government ministers
are now moving towards a complete ban on seal
fur imports to Britain, something campaigners have
been seeking for more than 20 years.

Official trade statistics obtained by The Scotsman
show that imports of seal skins to the UK rose by 13
per cent from 2004 to 2005. In 2004, the imported
skins weighed a total of 3.6 tonnes. Last year, the
figure was 4.1 tonnes.

The majority of the imported skins are the product of Canada's annual hunt, when more than
300,000 seals are killed, primarily for their fur.

Canada's yearly hunt is at the centre of a huge international lobbying campaign by animal
welfare groups, who have recently persuaded countries including Germany and ltaly to ban
the import of all seal fur and skin. The trade has been banned for several years in the United
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States, Canada's neighbour.

A growing number of MPs are now calling for a total ban on imports, and a European Union
ban is also drawing nearer after a recent vote by MEPs.

In the face of such mounting pressure, the British government is now giving serious
consideration to a total UK ban, a senior minister has revealed.

Britain already bans the import of furs from seal pups that still have their first white coats, but
animal campaigners point out that since the animals shed those coats after about 12 days, UK
rules still permit the import of furs from very young seals.

lan McCartney, the trade minister, said that the rules could well be tightened to include all
seals, no matter what their age. "We are actively looking into the possibility of imposing a ban
on the import of listed products of all harp and hooded seals," he said.

The use made of imported sealskins in Britain is unclear in many cases, and it is likely that a
quantity is sold on to third countries. But some is known to be kept in the UK for use in clothing.

A number of exclusive fashion houses have made use of skin in recent years - Gucci last year
advertised an "ebony sealskin fur coat" for sale, but it is unclear if any were ever sold after the
garment drew criticism.

A less glamorous but more commonplace use for sealskin is in making sporrans. At least two
sporran-makers working in Scotland routinely make seal fur sporrans, and dozens of shops
sell the items, which typically cost around £100 each.

Sporran-makers contacted by The Scotsman yesterday were unwilling to discuss the use of
seal fur, saying they had been the target of protests from animal rights groups.

But the owner of one kilt shop that sells sealskin sporrans yesterday confirmed that all the skin
involved was imported, and conceded that public opinion is moving against the trade. "It's a
traditional Scottish thing, it goes back hundreds of years, but | can understand there's a big
movement against it," said the owner, who asked not to be identified.

"We're doing less and less in sealskin. There's no rule that says your sporran has to be made
from sealskin - it can be any fur you can get hold of, or leather."

Ross Minnett, of Advocates for Animals, an Edinburgh-based campaign group, said using seal
skins in sporrans encourages unnecessary suffering.

"Presumably some of these seal skins will have come from Canada, where hundreds of
thousands of seals are slaughtered each year, often being killed in the most appalling
manner," he said.

"There is no reason why sporrans should me made using real animal skins these days. There
are so many alternatives and synthetic furs available that there really is no excuse."

The International Fund for Animal Welfare, the biggest campaign group pushing for an import
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ban, also condemned the trade.

"Around a third of a million seals are killed in the Canadian commercial seal hunt every year,

with 97 per cent of them under three months of age. The seals are killed primarily so their fur

can be used to provide non-essential luxury items for the fashion industry," said Ellie Dickson,
an IFAW marine campaigner.

"Many people are shocked to discover that it is still legal to import some seal products from this
cruel hunt into the UK. IFAW is urging the UK government to ban the import of harp and
hooded seal products as we believe this will send an important message to Canada that the
UK wants no further part in this cruelty."

Mr McCartney is understood to have held several meetings with IFAW campaigners in recent
weeks. "They are being very sympathetically listened to," said one government source.

Ministers are understood to be keen to act before an EU-wide ban is proposed, something that
became more likely when the European Parliament voted for a complete ban in September.

The MEPs' resolution is now being considered by the European Commission, which has the
power to issue a directive outlawing seal imports.

Caroline Lucas, the British Green MEP who led the European Parliament campaign for a ban,
said the continued import was intolerable.

"Banning the import of all seal fur is the only guaranteed way of saving thousands of animals'
lives and showing the EU takes animal welfare and protection issues seriously," said Dr
Lucas.

Underlining the international pressure for an import ban, the 46-member Council of Europe,
the oldest political organisation in Europe and separate from the EU, called on all of its
member-states to ban imports.

Related topic

e Seals & sea lions
http://news.scotsman.com/topics.cfm?tid=581
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Comments
1. Ginster's Pastie / 2:07am 18 Nov 2006
Why all the love for seals ?
Don't cows, pigs and sheep deserve some too ?

And Hoodies ?
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(nah forget the Hoodies).
2. Paul D., Vancouver, Canada / 3:07am 18 Nov 2006

First of all it is not a violent cull. It is a well-organized controlled harvest conducted in a
generally humane fashion. Secondly, it's no more barbaric than slaughtering pigs, cattle,
sheep or fish. Thirdly, it is a source of income for the population in remote areas of
Newfoundland, people who get by with few possessions and little money, and whose
lifestyles cause minimal impact on the environment. Finally, the explosion in the seal
population has exacerbated the destruction of cod stocks in the Atlantic; this in
conjunction with a serious appetite for over-fishing by European fisherman. Seals eat
cod; or rather they eat the bellies and let the carcasses fall to the sea floor. With the
current massive seal population, the cod stocks cannot recover.

For hundreds of years Newfoundland sealers have earned a few dollars each year
harvesting seals to sell their pelts for consumption in the UK and Europe. It is part of a
well-established traditional way of life in Newfoundland.

Those who call for a ban on the seal harvest are, at best, poorly informed.

3. Comment Removed
This comment has been removed by a moderator.
4. Chris Gale, UK/ 4:53am 18 Nov 2006

A UK ban would be brilliant news and | urge everyone to contact the Minister in support
of this move.

Bravo IFAW!
5. Menzies, Canada / 5:58am 18 Nov 2006

#3 lona: If you eat meat or wear leather, have you reviewed the conditions under which
cattle, pigs and lamb are killed at abbatoirs? Do you think it's somehow more humane for
cattle to be herded in through chutes, seeing the cows ahead of them having their throats
slit, slung up on hooks to have the blood drain out of their necks while still twitching?
Have you ever heard the animals' screams in a slaughter house? What about pigs,
which are deemed to be relatively intelligent animals - do you think their deaths are in
lovely conditions with Mozart playing while falling asleep gently with administered
drugs?

Unless you are a vegetarian, there is a certain hypocricy in isolating one segment of the
meat-eating, skin-using population for your approbation. Your hyperbole of "cruelty and
torture on an unimaginable scale" could more accurately be applied to the meat which
graces your supermarket shelves, as the seal hunt is a pittance compared to that.
Somehow easier to put at a distance when it arrives all plastic wrapped though, isn't it.
You don't have to face their "huge liquid eyes" looking at you at all.

6. Gareth, Ottawa, Canada / 6:02am 18 Nov 2006
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#3 lona.

lona, your moral compass seems to be malfunctioning. You condemn Canada for what
you consider to be the "barbaric" hunting of seals and then go on to propose a solution
that includes ethnic cleansing, persecution and genetic selection.

There was another individual who, like you, decided that a group of people about whom
he knew very little, who lived far away, were Barbaric and oddly enough he shared your,
shall we say, Definitive Solution. We all know what a fine upstanding gent he turned out
to be.

| hope Australia's recent penchant for locking its immigrants up in desert concentration
camps is not the beginnings of some larger trend down there though the continual
re-election of that monster Howard might suggest otherwise.

Until you figure out a basis of deciding right from wrong which is not based entirely upon
the perceived cuteness of the thing concerned | suggest you hold your tounge.

7. Vambo, Vibrainia / 7:09am 18 Nov 2006

It was done before some 25 years ago. You could not get a seal skin sporran but could
get a synthetic one which was made from rabbit.

Also at that time there was a general decline in fur use.

Result was that the Eskimo's lost their only means of support. So they would go onto the
ice cut a hole and lower their selfs into the sea.

| think it was all brought about by Green Peace at the time.

So think this one through as it does effect others in the chain.

8. selkie, Orkney / 7:11am 18 Nov 2006

At last some sensible comment on seal culling.

The seas and beaches around our Islands are infested with seals eating fish and
crawling around our beaches like maggots.

We continue to use oil based products to make clothes, when we have a renewable
source of skins presently polluting our seas.

The scientists tell us there are too many seals, but gutless politicians follow the votes of
ill informed city dwellers.

How many of the same people in the US and UK that oppose seal culling were calling for
the war in Iraq?

Finally we have no kangaroos here but have no objection to the cull of them in Australia

9. Comment Removed
This comment has been removed by a moderator.
10. Ted / 8:51am 18 Nov 2006

#5 & #9, what nonsense. Organic milk doesn't entail veal. No vegetarians eat fish. Some

people call themselves vegetarians and do so, but that's their mistaken terminology.
Some vegetarians eat sweets with gelatine in because they don't always check the label.
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| agree with #5 to the extent that | think that campaigners should focus on battery hens,
industrial farming etc. Fox hunting was an evil, but a side-show compared to farming.
This "cull", though, is one of the few things that's more brutal than industrial farming, and
the idea that we should accept seal pup sporrans is a disgrace.

1. sonofhamish / 9:05am 18 Nov 2006

#8 | opposed war in Iraq and | oppose the seal cull in its present form i.e. battering seals
to death with clubs.

Also dont try and link seal populations to declining fish stocks. Thats the fault of
overpopulation of humans and destructive and unsustainable fishing practices...
probably by people like you.

12. Doreen, The Cyber Shebeen / 9:46am 18 Nov 2006

Funny how most of these comments in vavour seem to come from Canada so far.

pulp on the ice? Seals are seals they are not maggots you only determine them that
because you have an obvious issue with them. These creatures come from the sea
where they feed, it is their territory....they dont come rampaging up the beach to steal
sheep, but no they eat OUR (howls of indignation) fish!!!!

It is inevitable that people will stop wearing fur because thanks to the likes of PETA they
are becoming more and more aware of the barbaric treatment meted out to animals.
However we have a long way to go, there are still many individuals, mostly ignorant or
vacuous women, poncing about with real animal fur hanging from them. At some point
the seal hunters and furriers would find that the demand for their services is declining
and would have to look for alternative ways to earn a decent living.

Animals suffer just as much as humans, if you would not subject a child to barbaric
cruelty how can you justify doing it to another infant creature? Whilst its mother watches

by the way.
13. davie h, edinburgh / 9:49am 18 Nov 2006

i saw a seal in a picture a while ago just about to be clubbed the fear in the seal pups
eyes said it all for me the seal began to urinate as the club was been drawn down it
broke my heart

14. beverley, Scotland / 9:50am 18 Nov 2006

if it was a perfect world we would all live in harmony together - as it is we cannot. as the
seal population is over populated they have to be culled. if the canadians did not do it
some one else would have to so why not let these people do it and allow them to earn
aliving

15. Comment Removed
This comment has been removed by a moderator.
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16. calamity jane, AULD REEKIE / 10:08am 18 Nov 2006

Being a benefactor off the W.W.F. | find this repugnent, and no | dont eat fish,11,is true to
his comment, its over population, but we do not need to go around in seal skin
coats,boots,hats the list is endless,.has anyone had the pleasure of sitting beside
them,NO!, they are not stupid by any means, its just that they trust! us, admission | do
take cod-liver oil every day,but | dont think a seal should be culled over that and the
ESKIMOs do kill them in the most barbaric way it is totaly unnessary | myself have had
the horror of witnessing this. need | say more.

17. calamity jane, AULD REEKIE / 10:11am 18 Nov 2006
P.S.lam not a vegitarian.
18. Pete McClelland / 10:14am 18 Nov 2006

#10

Not nonesense! You have no idea! There is not a herd in this country that 'keeps' all the
calves to look nice in a field. They go somewhere. Guess? Yes! abroad in crates for
meat!

19. JHC / 10:24am 18 Nov 2006

| wear a sporran with seal skin and | am not ashamed to do so! | also wear leather shoes,
belt, carry a leather briefcase, eat meat, eat fish and enjoy life.

| know strict vegetarians who will not eat meat, fish, etc but they do wear leather shoes
and the women carry leather handbags.

Once | travelled with a Vegan friend on a flight and not once did he comment on the
leather seats.

There is too much PC and too many minorities, yes, that is what they are, minorities who
want to make the majority think their way. Whatever the rights and wrongs, | believe we
should all have freedom of choice to do what we want - within the law that is.

20. jennifer / 10:36am 18 Nov 2006
#1 Hoodies? Hoodie Crows?
21. Steve, BOYCOTT CANADA / 10:40am 18 Nov 2006

A few years ago | decided to BOYCOTT CANADA and all things Canadian because of
their sick practices in Newfoundland. | would urge everyone elso to do the same.
Battering young wild animals to death for their skins is absolutely horrific.

As for you people trying to excuse this behavior
by saying other people do it.. sorry but you are sick.

22. Steve, BOYCOTT CANADA / 10:44am 18 Nov 2006
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In recent years, about 95% of the harp seals killed have been pups between the ages of
about 2 weeks and 3 months. It is legal to kill harp seal pups once they have begun to
moult their white pelts, beginning at about 12 days of age. The killing of whitecoat seals
is prohibited, and so is the sale of their pelts. These young animals have poorly
developed swimming skills and are reluctant to leave the ice, making them easy prey for
sealers.

23. Stewarty / 10:45am 18 Nov 2006

Why are we getting so hung up about what happens in Canada, when, daily, animals in
the UK are inhumanely slaughtered to satisfy the whims of Moslems and Jews?

| am of course referring to "halal" or "kosher" slaughter where the animal's throat is cut
and it is allowed to bleed to death with much suffering.

This compares with the arguably more humane slaughter (non halal or non kosher) with
the animal being instantly stunned before it is despatched.

We need to get our own house in order before we start criticising others.
24. Steve, BOYCOTT CANADA / 10:47am 18 Nov 2006

According to the IFAW

79% of the sealers do not check to see if an animal is dead before skinning it.

In 40% of the kills a sealer had to strike the seal a second time, presumably because it
was still conscious after the first blow or shot.

42% of killed seals examined were found to have minimal or no fractures, suggesting a
high probability that these seals were conscious when skinned.

25. Steve, BOYCOTT CANADA / 10:49am 18 Nov 2006
Is that your defence? "The Moslems are cruel!"
26. Peter, Kirkcudbright / 10:52am 18 Nov 2006

23 - problem: your kind of thinking relies on objective evidence rather than emotive
pictures of 'cute seal puppies'.

Given their track record 'Friends of the Earth' is a clear oxymoron. The Brear Storage
platform is a classic of their lies and obfuscation. Breaking it up on land has cause far
higher levels of polution and collateral damage locally - even given the excellence of the
Norwegians - than simply sinking it would have.

Where are FoW when half of the Amazonian Rain Forest has been hacked down?
27. Repton, edinburgh / 10:53am 18 Nov 2006

| don’t think any self respecting human being would ever say anything that this is a
despicible trade.
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28. Doreen, The Cyber Shebeen / 10:56am 18 Nov 2006

JSC...there is a lot of confusion or what is a vegetarian and what is vegan etc. Many
people claim to be one or the other but are in fact talking sh**e, since when has chicken
or fish been of vegetable origin? If you eat chicken you are not a veggie if you eat fish
you are a pescetarian. | have had someone tell me "sometimes | am a vegetarian”....in
other words some days they go without eating meat...numpty. People may choose not to
eat meat on health grounds rather than ethical principles, hence the leather shoes and
bags etc. Vegans are another matter altogether, there are people on a vegan diet but in
general true vegans avoid all products, food and goods linked to animal exploitation.
This is a nightmarish way to try and live and | admire anyone that can do it. | am having
great difficulty finding decent cheese that has not being made with calf rennet, |
constantly check sweets and cakes to make sure that there is no gelatine or other animal
suspect products inside, its very difficult to know what you are truly eating. Some people
are fed up complaining about the lack of choices for a non meat eater....perhaps your
vegan friend had resigned himself to the fact that the air travel company would not
provide a non leather seat for the vegan minority.

29. Doreen, The Cyber Shebeen / 10:57am 18 Nov 2006
Boycott Canada
30. Doreen, The Cyber Shebeen / 11:00am 18 Nov 2006

23 Stewarty...where is our 'house'...as far as | am concerned it is the planet earth....and
all creatures theron. Halal and Kosher are repugnant, barbaric and medieval.

Boycott Canada
31. Steve, BOYCOTT CANADA / 11:00am 18 Nov 2006

7, you say the Eskimos "lost their only means of support" when people stopped wearing
sealskin sporrans......

this is surely the most ridiculous statement ever seen on these messageboards.
What did they do for the 10000 years before the sporran was invented?
32. calamity jane, AULD REEKIE / 11:01am 18 Nov 2006

STEVEZ21,22,they do it here , and get this when you get on the boat to leave they group
together and wave too you, they know you where there to protect them they even offer
you fish, as athantyou has anyone on this page heard of THE SEA SHEPHERD or sailed
with PAUL WATSON?.

33. Dboy, Aberdeen and the world / 11:18am 18 Nov 2006

As a Scot | must jump to the Canadians defence by saying that most of the comments
arguing against culling are ill-informed and written with the kind of righteous zeal | would
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expect from those who are blinded by fanatacism.

Firstly, if a seal was as ugly as a sheep or any other farm animal we seem to care so little
about, would we be having this argument? totally agree with the comments that there is
no difference between culling and a slaughterhouse, so why are slaughterhouses not
being boycotted on a mass scale and their practices not being broadcast all over the
nations media?

#2. lona. Your argument is moronic. 'If their primary source of income if derived from
cruetly in such breathtaking numbers, then they should be relocated at worst and
prosecuted at best'. This comment is shocking. Perhaps you need to read about the
history of your own countries population and their behaviour toward the Aboriginal
people's way of life. Northern Canadians, white and indigenous, scrape by on what they
have and the seal cull helps a few escape poverty. By saving cute little fluffy seals we are
wiping communities off the map and destroying a people's way of life.

If your going to comment on 'barbarism’, take a look at what's happening in Iraq, but then
no-one seems to care much if another human being is culled.

34. Anthony, Glasgow / 11:28am 18 Nov 2006

Leave sammy the seal and his mates alone! Their cute intelligent playful little guys who
everyone loves, and who play their part in the World's ecosystem. Unlike the fat ugly
bloated flatulant parasites who go around clubbing them. In the distant past, yes it could
be justified up to a point, because people had to do it to survive. But that is no longer the
case. It's just sheer greed and blood lust that drives these horrific masacres of one of
natures more trusting and affectionate natured little creatures.

35. Androsthenes, EDINBURGH / 11:35am 18 Nov 2006

"SHOCKING TRADE"

There's nothing like unbiased reporting and this is nothing like unbiased reporting.
BOOM BOOM.

As recycled foxfur puppet Basil Brush would say.

36. Fitzy, Glasgow, Scotland / 11:42am 18 Nov 2006

If you must Kill seals (even pups) then at least do it more humanely; one shot(gun) in the
head should do it; at least it is quick and relatively painless.

| would like to clarify that | do not condone this kind of cull or the killing of such young
animals be they wild or domesticated.

| abhor the way that these animals are killed and would dearly love to get a hold of one
of those hunters and give them a taste of their own medicine; just to see how long it takes
for them to die and to find out if it is as painless as they seem to think it is.

Shame on you CANADA for allowing this to go on.

Even in America they are killing criminals as pain-free as possible with injections that put
them to sleep forever; why should they be killed painlessly as opposed to seal pups who
have never hurt any humans.

As for eating all the fish; that is total absurd; if you know anything at all regarding world
economics you would know that it is the human nature to want more than we need,
e.g.OVERPOPULATION is causing the seas to be over-fished to feed us greedy people.
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The use of the oceans of the world for dumping grounds for any and all kinds of
hazardous materials doesn't excacteley encourage fish populations.
So get real Canadians & Scots alike, think before you open your mouths

37. lona, Australia / 11:45am 18 Nov 2006

If this atrocity was about anything other than profit, the brave hunters would use a single
bullet through the head ( equally unnacceptable). They club them to death because it is
cheaper.

Nothing, NOTHING, can justify someone battering an animal to death with a club.
38. Doreen, The Cyber Shebeen / 12:01pm 18 Nov 2006

33...1t doesnt matter what they look like, they are living breathing feeling sentient beings
that have just arrived in the world....only to be clubbed to death (if they are lucky) before
they are skinned. So stop throwing up the big eyes and 'fluffy' nonsense as a way of
undermining humanistic debate. Abbatoirs are 'supposed' to be more humane hence the
lack of outcry against them, some people will be able to tell you otherwise. Whilst the
majority of people are eating animals you are hardly likely to find them outside an
abbatoir protesting against cruelty. lona's comments are not moronic...they are emotive
due to her compassion for the treatment of these innocent creatures. However your
comments are another matter "Take a look at whats happening in Iraq...no one seems to
care much if another human being is culled". If you had been reading many of the posts
regarding the war on this forum you would have noted differently. Incidentally the whale
is not what many people would term 'cute, cuddly, big eyed and fluffy' now is it?....yet
there is a massive outcry agains the Japanese recommencing whaling, why? because
the method of harpooning this huge creature and letting it suffocate to death (if its lucky)
before you carve it up....is somewhat inhumane, rather like bludgeoning an infant
mammal unconscious....dont you think?

39. Doreen, The Cyber Shebeen / 12:02pm 18 Nov 2006
Boycott Canada
40. Read books, Edinburgh / 12:42pm 18 Nov 2006

| like the perspective of #2; the cod situation is a problem - for fisherman, and for the
consumer - and fair to say it IS our own fault - however, #3 cannot say we should grin
and bear it whilst the seals grow fat! Intellegent management of the ecosystem would
dictate a balance between the seal 'harvest' and cod replenishment handling.

| should admit that | do not know how the trade is regulated - if at all - though the larger
picture should always be referenced. A good balance should always be struck: in
respect to the ecology, and also in respect to the people's opinion.

41. MARINER, WELLS, SOMERSET, ENGLAND / 12:57pm 18 Nov 2006

One of the biggest hypocrites in the UK that drew attention to this barbaric practise is
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Paul McCartney. | for one would find his campaign more credible if McCartney gave a
huge donation out of the wealth he can never spend to the Newfoudlanders who may
lose their livlihoods if a ban is put in place.There are many so called celebrities who go
on the campaing trail that affects other peoples livihoods but give nothing to the
communities out of their huge wealth accumulated from non jobs.

42. rab, glasgow / 1:12pm 18 Nov 2006

2. Paul D., Vancouver, Canada / WELL SAID PAL.
| love canada, cant wait to go back, great place , great people, great culture, also they
make great seal skin sporrans.

43. nolimits, Canada / 1:43pm 18 Nov 2006

Anyone been on a seal hunt? Lived with the folks who do hunt seals? If not, please do
not put both feet in your mouth. Its not becoming.

44. Lord Randal, USA / 1:58pm 18 Nov 2006

True to American tradition, in order to remedy the seal-clubbing issue, | advocate
bombing everyone. There, now will all of you constipated dip-wads shut up?

45. CHUCKTO, CANADA / 3:03pm 18 Nov 2006

IONA...BEEN TO OZ,,,SEEN HOW YOU TREAT YOUR SHEILAS...BETTER TO BE A
SEAL PUP

46. Haggis MacBagpipes, Central Canada / 3:04pm 18 Nov 2006
#3-lona-Australia.

| agree with you 100% The cull is barbaric and the sooner it is stopped, permanently, the
better.

This is not a humane killing of an animal, it is cruel beyond belief and the end result is
the bloody carcasses left on the ice or in the water.

47. janis, London / 3:44pm 18 Nov 2006
Stop shouting Chuckto @ 45, it doesnt make your Post any wittier or clever.
Well said lona,.... a barbaric & inhumane killing of seal pups.
Boycott Canada.
48. Haggis MacBagpipes, Central Canada / 3:50pm 18 Nov 2006
#16 - Calamity Jane

Eskimos kill adult seals but they don't leave the carcasses lying on the ice, or in the
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water, they use every part of the seal for food or clothing and THAT is the proper way.
They don't kill the animal in a "Culling" fashion.

The animal is dead before they return to the shore, to skin it.

49. Fiore, Ohio / 3:54pm 18 Nov 2006

| thought traditional sporrans were made from the scrotums of rams?

As long as people farm sheep, old rams will need to be culled so there should be a
continuous supply of sporrans from animals that have not only been allowed to live to
adulthood, but have been cared for and fed for years. Old livestock need to be culled
because if not they would die a slow and horrible death from starvation when their teeth
wear away. So why Kill baby wild animals instead of aged domestic ones? Let's hear it
for ram-scrotum sporrans!

50. Menzies, Canada / 3:59pm 18 Nov 2006

#9 Pete: I'm not a vegetarian. | was responding to the hyperbole and the extreme
language. When someone tells someone else that they need to be removed from the
human race, my hackles get up. | don't care what cause you're defending: deep six the
drama. | was asking lona to consider her own food sources and how they arrive on her
table. It isn't all pretty, is it.

An animal rights supporter (food and $ to local shelters) and pet owner, I'm dead against
the hysteria which seems to characterize animal rights activists. A friend wearing a faux

fur coat had an animal rights activist spray paint it while she was wearing it and then spit
on her. Utter stupidity and self righteous sanctimoniousness.

#21 Steve: using your logic, should the world boycott Britain because of the fox hunt? A
pack of upper crust humans on horses with a pack of dogs trained to that specific
purpose, thundering after one poor fox? What Wilde called "the unspeakable chasing
after the indedible".

#40 (and #11): nailed it in one. Humans have messed up the eco system so badly that
the seal cull is (sadly) needed to save the fish themselves, allowing them to reproduce
and restore to healthy levels.

#41: | think it was McCartney's wife who egged him on. Maybe a last ditch effort to save
his marriage on his part by spending quality time together.

#15: sorry, | think | used value laden words here too but liked your post immensely

51. Methusthala, SOMEWHERE IN CANADA / 4:03pm 18 Nov 2006

Spare me the crocodile tears. Yes, they are cute little rascals and are probably beloved
by mommy. However, Seals breed like rabbits and are probably the reason the fish
stocks in our oceans are depleted. Some mother probably loves cute little baby lambs,
baby pigs, little chicks, alligators and sardines. | can't see the difference. Can you see the
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difference?

52. Wilma, Alberta, Canada / 4:08pm 18 Nov 2006

Not all Canadians agree with it.

British born and now a Canadian Citizen, | think like the rest of the world. It should be
stopped immediately.

| agree with the Ban 100%

53. Menzies, Canada / 4:08pm 18 Nov 2006

Janis and Doreen: you might better put your energy to boycotting the Spanish and
Portuguese fishing industries which over-fish the North Atlantic. The decimation of the
cod industry is the result of all of our efforts but they continued to over-fish after
international efforts were being made to restore the fish stocks.

No fish, no food for the seals. Animals dying of starvation aren't pretty either.

54. Visiting / 4:10pm 18 Nov 2006

| am not against hunting seals per se. However if the seal population has exploded to the
extent tat they require to be culled does that not indicate that the species which are the
seals' natural predators - killer whales, sharks, bears as well as humans - are in decline?
And could that be because they too are at risk from humans?

55. Sanny, Glasgow / 4:14pm 18 Nov 2006

Well here we go again; more crap from the bleeding heart do-gooders.

First understand we are animals and designed by nature to hunt and kill for our own
needs. Like any other species of animal the seal will continue to expand until it outgrows
its food supply, in this case cod. This being the case, it is in direct competition with us it is
therefore within nature for us to reduce that competition. It is our humanity that stops us
from completely eradicating the creature.

As has been said elsewhere we deliberately breed and farm other creatures to supply
our needs. How else could we support the worlds population. | would say these farmed
animals have a poorer quality of life, i.e. no freedom, the animals growing as nature
intended.

Don’t tell me we should all become Veggies — first it is an unnatural diet as we are
omnivorous animals, and | have severe reservation as to the health implications. In any
case who says the veggies don’t have feelings — when you eat a raw carrot is it not still
alive? When you bring potatoes to the boil do they feel anything? Grow up — we are as
nature intended.

It all just townie nonsense.
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56. lain the Exile, Atlanta / 4:15pm 18 Nov 2006

Wow! Such passion. The point is that we kill sheep and cattle for food. They have been
domesticated and are raised for that purpose. Our sustenance. The seals are killed for
vanity. Hardly a noble virtue. And I'm with everyone that says the culling to preserve fish
stocks is nonsense. The seals and fish lived in perfect balance before our trawlers came
along.

Then, with regard to the cull of kangaroos - before we came along mother nature took
care of the kangaroo population. Then we created water sources to irrigate farmland and
the kangaroo population exploded. The need to cull kangaroos is man-made since the
proliferation of kangaroos is also man-made.

57. Jan Egil Kristiansen, Faroe Islands / 4:18pm 18 Nov 2006

@lona: "batter [live] mammals to death with a club" may well be the most painless way of
killing a mammal, possibly with exception of the guillotine. When hit hard on the head, a
mammal will faint.

58. maclean colvin, vancouver bc / 4:21pm 18 Nov 2006

| should like to point out that a full grown seal eats 60Ibs of cod a day.If ,as the
enviornmentalists say we should not be culling the seals then what of the future of the
Grand banks and its recoverey from over fishing ?0n the west coast our fish population
is being severly damaged by the California laws banning the hunt of golden and gray
seals on this side of the continent.One cannot go out fishing without constantly running in
to these animals over the entire area of English bay and Howe sound.Surely we can
arrive at a constructive solution in order to have food for our future.

59. Menzies, Canada / 4:27pm 18 Nov 2006

#56 lain: but the trawlers HAVE come along now, lain, and the perfect balance is long
gone. It may have been for vanity around the turn of the century but | think that now it's
just to prevent the cod from going the way of the dodo. If you have to kill to cull, is it vanity
or ecology to use the skin as well? No answer; I'm not an ethicist.

60. A treason trial in USA, not ICCC, usa / 4:29pm 18 Nov 2006

The people who eat halal or kosher food for religious reasons may not have read any of
the comments yet which condemn kosher or halal slaughter as cruel.

Both Muslims & Jews may still present lucid arguments justifying the practice & disputing
the accusation that the practices are cruel &/or inhumane. I've forgotten the arguments
erudite Muslims & Jews present to justify religious ritual slaughter. |, for one, would be
grateful to again see the justifications for halal &/or kosher slaughter practices our
neighbors use.

61. janis, London / 4:40pm 18 Nov 2006

Menzies......... | do take on your comment @ 53. | abhor all cruelty to animals [a bleedin
heart townie!], and try to support as many campaigns as | can. One of these is the
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RSPCA which worked hard to outlaw fox hunting in England [you mention this subject in
a previous Post] Scotland beat us to it though!!

RSPCA = Royal Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. What the Royals have got
to do with it | am not sure, they just love blood sports.

62. lain the Exile / 4:42pm 18 Nov 2006

#59 A valid point Menzies. But | think that most folk see the cull as a source of skins for
the fashion industry, which makes it despicable. If it is a cull to maintain a balance then
there is a a moral high ground there. We cull deer in Scotland since we have eliminated
the predators. This appears to be acceptable but the seals have better PR.

It isn't a simple issue and perhaps if it was publicised as a cull to maintain a balance it
too would be more acceptable. It doesn't help that the methods are brutal and we can all
see it.

I'm afraid we've messed things up again and | despair for mankind. We don't seem to be
learning either.

63. Newfie Jim,, Mobile,Newfoundland / 4:44pm 18 Nov 2006

As a Newfoundlander that never killed a seal | must say that I'm not surprised at some of
the comments on the Seal Cull in the north east of Canada. | am surprised at the
informed knowledge of some of the commentators . The seal population has risen from
2.3 million seals 20years ago when the sealing protests started to more than 5 million
seals today.The high numbers of seals are blamed for the precarious situation of the cod
stocks , there are also other reasons for the low cod stock but it is a factor .
Newfoundlanders depend on the fishery and seal cull to have a decent living and it is a
hard scrabble liviihood.Lots of lives have been lost on the Ice and manys a ship and
crew lost to the storms and the ice floes. Many small communitys have already
dissappeared and more are on the brink of folding. Newfoundlanders leave the island at
a great rate for the Mainland of Canada and the US of A to make a living. We don't look
for sympathy but for jobs and we get them. As many a Scot knows first hand ,T'is hard to
leave your native land and go away to some foreign place and leave your home and
family behind. Thats the fact of life here.

Now to this Seal Cull (or slaughter as ye prefer to call it) i'd just tell youze that most seals
are killed in the north east of Canada Quebec,Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and
Newfoundland Labrador, The largest number killed is in the N.L. area . more than 90% of
the seals killed are shot not clubbed. The Newfie government is comtemplating a bill that
will make it mandatory for the seals to be shot ( no shotguns as they'll make a mess of
the pelt) and will ban the use of the hack _a_pic(club with a hook). In the other provinces
the Hack -A -Pic is still being used but there is common cause to ban their use
everywhere. That will be a bit more humane. donca think? As for the spectacle of the
bloody carcases on the Ice,well thats the place where you can get to the seals and its
only a certain lenth of time that is available before the Ice melts or moves off.

Sir Silly Paul McCartney and his cranky wife Heather were at the Hunt last winter and the
puir laddie and ladie didn'a know where they were. He kept saying he was in
Newfoundland and all the while was in Prince Edward Island. So as usual he didn't know
his arse from his elbow about the seal situation either. He had been fed a bunch of
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Sh*%# from the real profiteers in this ,Green Pees and the International wildflower
federation. These Organizations feed like parasites of the seal fishery. they make their
money by showing photos of whitecoats and sealers clubbing seals that were taken
twenty years ago. The incidents of live seals being skinned are very rare and if seen by
the authorities will be severely punished in the courts .

64. Tired of Hypocrites, Canada / 4:44pm 18 Nov 2006

Hypocrites, thats the word on this subject, perhaps the Brits should look back at the
history of their empire, the largest group of plunderers and death mongers in the
discovery of the world. Some of you people need to have a long hard look in the mirror
before you make any comments. Those from Aus seem to forget the treatment of the
indigenous people in their land and the cull of the roos.

Lets not forget the biggest hypocrites of all "The IFAW and PETA" of course their only
agenda is the fair treatment of animals. "BullCrap" Their agenda is "how much MONEY
can we make"

65. Thaimon, Reality / 4:48pm 18 Nov 2006

A sharp blow with a hammer crushing a puppy's skull causes instant death. It is humane.
"Their huge liquid eyes"; we're all bound for heaven on the Walt Disney Express. Get a
life!

66. Martha / 4:51pm 18 Nov 2006

Have to laugh out loud at some of these comments. Organic milk doesn't entail veal?
Surely you jest!! A cow doesn't give milk until she produces a calf, and that calf is veal on
the hoof. The farmer can't keep every calf, especially the bull calves, so they are sold for
meat.

Secondly, seals are a renewable resource, like beavers. If you don't keep the population
in check, then you have a swamp in your backyard.

Thirdly, no one knows, from the animals' perspective, if kosher butchering is or is not
really humane. However, being bled to death probably doesn't hurt anywhere near as
much as being beaten with a club, and you can't tell me all of those seals are killed with
the first blow.

Yes, seal slaughter is horrific, but then, so are abbatoirs where cattle are confined for
days prior to slaughter, smelling blood and death and no doubt feeling very fearful. Yet
mankind has to eat, wear shoes, fertilize crops. That is why cattle are bred and cared for
until they are deemed ready for slaughter.

Personally, | don't wear fur from wild animals. That is my moral choice. But, | do eat meat
and don't feel any pangs of conscience about it.

67. Tired of Hypocrites, Canada / 4:53pm 18 Nov 2006

Oh, I forgot something, For those who want to boycott Canada, Please do. We DON"T
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need or want you!
Thanks, Newfie Jim, takes a coaster to really put it into perspective and give me a laugh

at the same time.
68. Martha / 4:57pm 18 Nov 2006

Regarding "their huge liquid eyes"-- humans are hard-wired to respond emotionally to
large eyes and small faces, as that is how human babies appear. So it's no wonder our
"baby response"” is awakened by small furry animals whose heads resemble human
babies. That's why people find puppies and kittens appealing, in spite of the fact that
dogs pee and s**t all over the house before they're housebroken.

That seal pup is just as much a carnivore as a lion cub. It'll grow up to be a large,
predatory, rather stupid animal who'll fight others of its kind to the death, badly maul
females while mating with them, and crush its own infants to death without a qualm while
it thrashes around in the throes of mating ecstasy or fighting off rivals. So let's not get so
freaking emotional about seals.

69. Newfie Jim,, Mobile,Newfoundland / 5:00pm 18 Nov 2006

| was and am, a piper that served with the Canadian Guards Regiment in Scotland and
participated in the Edinburgh Tattoo in 1959. Thats the only time | was in Scotland except
for some airport stopovers. | remember at that time that the height of style in Highland
Dress was to hae a Badger's Heid Sporran. | always wanted one but could never afford
one on me Army wages.| wonder if they are still in style?

And to all ye misinformed vegimentarians , isn't it nice to have all yer food requirements
wrapped in plastic n bagged neatly and youze don't have to get yer food raw from the
source . How convenient for ye. You wouldn't want to get to an abatoir or piggery or
chicken pluckers place to pick up yer vittles.

70. Martha / 5:06pm 18 Nov 2006

As far as culling predators goes, living in North America means that you do have to fear
bears and mountain lions if you hike in the wilderness. If these hadn't been nearly
extirpated, they'd be killing far more than the handful of people they do consistently
manage to kill each year in the US and Canada.

If cod is to be available for human consumption, then the seal population has to be kept
in check.

And, remember this: a seal pup starving to death because its mother has been torn apart
at sea by killer whales has a much more miserable death than it would have by being hit
once or twice on the head.

71. Menzies, Canada / 5:12pm 18 Nov 2006
#63: super post, Jim. Thanks for the common sense and the laughs.

Janis, we have the RSPCA here too but the 'R' got dropped at some point. | support
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shelters with a no-kill policy. After Katrina, we saved about 100 orphaned dogs, bringing
them up here for adoption. Canadians are among the biggest safties going when it
comes to animals, have nae fear. Glad to hear the fox hunt is no more.

72. Stuart F., Burnaby, B.C. Canada / 5:12pm 18 Nov 2006

#63 - Newfie Jim - Well said. However, | don't agree with the seal hunt. As for
over-population, nature has its ways of dealing with that issue. Seals do have natural
enemies such as orcas, sharks, the Bush Administrarion etc...

But as you say, jobs are hard to come by, especially in Newfoundland, where there has
been a decline in the fishing industry.

| also don't agree with the hunting of grey whales off Washington State by the local First
Nations people, who somehow think that it's their right to do so.

73. janis, London / 5:19pm 18 Nov 2006

Martha......the last paragraph of your Post 70 is daft. Of course nature is cruel, and many
animals suffer pain & lingering deaths, but as human beings, we dont have to add to all
this misery. This forum is about unnecessary barbaric slaughter.

74. Newfie Jim,, Mobile,Newfoundland / 5:21pm 18 Nov 2006

Another wee comment. When Sir Silly n Dame Heather were over here in Canada
protesting the Seal Hunt, there was a photo in the papers showing them both lying on the
Ice and gawking at a wee white coat. Someone here in Town,(St. John's) made up a
poster with that photo only they had doctored it up a bit. Behind the missmarried couple
is a Huge Polar BEAR and the caption reads " Whats For Lunch" wish | could post it on
the site at it tells a real story.

75. Martha / 5:31pm 18 Nov 2006

Janis in London: this forum is about OPINIONS on the seal cull. Or slaughter, if you
prefer not to mince words.

Every time | walk outside, | step on thousands of tiny creatures. Am | therefore supposed
to stay in my house all day, for fear | will somehow add to the carnage? How about killing
termites, cockroaches, etc.? We do that constantly down here in the warm southland.
Nature doesn't assign values to any of its species. All are welcome as long as they can
survive, and ALL of them live off the next several species down in line. Humans are no
exception.

We've now reached the ludicrous position wherein an animal's life is more precious than
a human's. Why not take some of your sympathy and aim it at the carnage in Africa,
where muslims are killing non-muslim Africans every single day of the week, not to wear
or to eat, but because they don't believe horses can fly.

76. Katrina, Barcelona / 5:36pm 18 Nov 2006

Sanny in Glasgow -Why does Scotland have a one of the highest rates of heart attacks?
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Could it be connected to the typical fat laden animal based diet.?lt is this ignorance
which is Killing our people and crippling the health service. A vegan diet not only lowers
cholesterol and risks of heart disease you can also enjoy a meal which hasn't included
any suffering. Also there is more than enough evidence to support the theory that a plant
based diet can provide all that the body needs. Feeding the population of the world
could be achieved without the destruction of millions of animals and ecosytems. We can't
continue to rape the planet for food which isn't necessary.

PS | am a happy self righteous vegan who is quite happy to make an effort to try to help
our planet!

77. Martha / 5:36pm 18 Nov 2006

Newfie Jim: that's a funny story! Yep, all of those hand-wringers ought to go to the Arctic,
where humans as well as seals are definitely on the polar bear's menu.

Where | live, thousands of miles from any ice floe, raccoons are a real problem, as are
urban foxes, coyotes, rats and other animals who have adapted to city life. The rats are
killed; foxes and coyotes and even bears are routinely trapped and removed to rural
areas, but of course they make their way back to the far more generous pickings in the
big city, where there is a certain level of risk because some of these animals do contract
rabies.

But in one city where | once lived, not even the rats could be killed. Can you believe it?
Disease-bearing rats were deemed to be so precious that they were to be "humanely"
trapped and taken to the animal control center.

78. Gareth, Ottawa, Canada / 5:41pm 18 Nov 2006

#52 Wilma,

Its very easy for you to say it should be banned over there in Alberta where you have no
seals and have no need for the income they might provide.

Personally | think Oil production is causing a hell of a lot more harm to the world than
seal killing. Polar Bears are drowning now because the arctic has been warmed by
Alberta's greed. Without Polar Bears to eat the seals their numbers will explode. Might |
suggest then that if we Ban seal killing in Newfoundland we should also Ban Qil
production in Alberta?

79. Young Fan, Newfoundland / 5:43pm 18 Nov 2006

Sad to say...killing is killing. We humans are particularly good at it. We have recently
commemorated the millions killed in wars, but we have learned nothing. Condoned
killing of our fellow humans of other nations continues in the pursuit of politics and
ideology. Countless animals die in our wars. Killing sentient animals for our needs is
also a nasty business. By the way, baby seals are no longer killed by clubbing, but
shooting more mature ones is done ...a bit like butchering. The primitive method has
given way to the more advanced method we use in war. Homo sapiens, did you say?A
misnomer, i'd say! Take the mote out of your eye IFAW.
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80. Jackie, Fife / 5:45pm 18 Nov 2006

Why was there not such an outcry when it became obvious that human interference was
causing the imbalance in the first place? with this or any other species. What about the
red deer culling that goes on in this country? For the most part it is done as humanely as
possible. But no we all go on our own way doing what we want regardless of how it
effects other life forms. We are all responsible that this cull is having to be done, it is our
collective shame.

If the population of seals goes completely unchecked (due to the above mentioned
interference by us) to the point it starts to destroy the habitat of other wild life. Who will
control that? What methods will be used? Perhaps the same "humane" methods we
humans decided to use for the rabbit population. We introduced the disease Myximatosis
(sp). Seeing rabbits die in this horrible way makes me sick. | would far rather have
healthy rabbits | could let my dogs catch so | could enjoy rabbit stew and sell the skins for
sporrans.

| would like to see the Canadian government invest some money and thought into how
they can provide a more humane way for the local people to cull these creatures. Which
would also mean that those folk could continue to live their lives.

But as for all the weeping and wailing about how cruel this culling is. Face up to the fact
that as part of the human race....the race that have been cruel and thoughtless enough to
upset the natural balance of the planet in the first place, we all share the blame. How we
right the balance again? ..... well | just do not think our selfish natures care enough.

81. Sanny, Glasgow / 5:52pm 18 Nov 2006

63. Newfie Jim,, Mobile,Newfoundland

In my opinion this was the best and most knowledgeable post of today. Thank you Jim;
your contribution is much appreciated, but | doubt if the townies with the bleeding hearts
will understand the valid points you make.

82. Menzies, Canada / 5:56pm 18 Nov 2006

#80 Jackie: the Canadian Government has done that but humane culling methods don't
sell newspapers, do they.

83. Gordon R, Canada / 5:57pm 18 Nov 2006

| was born in Scotland and have now lived in Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada for
almost 20 years. lam amazed at the ignorance non Canadians show about the seal hunt.
It is a controlled cull and | know of people being prosecuted for not conforming to the law.
Just a point,or two, Heather Mills-McArtney is probably resposible for killing more white
coat seals this year than the sealers, as soon as she touched that white coat and left
human scent on it, the mother would not return to it to feed it, the same goes for any area
that human scent was left. | hunt and as any hunter knows that when you skin an animal
after there is no doubt that it is dead, it's peripheral nerves will keep on firing and it will
twitch, giving the impression to those who are ignorant of this fact that it is still alive,
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remember the chicken with it's head chopped off that still runs around. Thirdly the cull is
not primarily about seal pelts but also provides oil and food, seal is delicious. Get the
facts before you comment, please. Oh, by the way that photograph of B. Bardot with the
white coat crying in her arms was pure fake, you can buy these stuffed toys almost
anywhere in Norh East Canada and seals do not have tear ducts!

84. Sanny, Glasgow / 6:00pm 18 Nov 2006

76. Katrina, Barcelona: -

In all things moderation my dear As I'm in my mid seventies | don’t think I'll worry to much
about the effect of meat on my cholesterol level. | agree with you that Scotland has a
heart problem but read some of the research our ultra soft water has a possible large
part to play in this.

85. JG, Fife / 6:06pm 18 Nov 2006

#84 Sanny

| agree with you. | try not to eat too much red meat, do my best to avoid fried things and
try to eat the reccommended vegetable quota. | worry about those poor vegans though -
we are designed to be omnivores and | doubt that (without adding vitamen pills etc.) they
can be really healthy.

86. Martha / 6:06pm 18 Nov 2006

The "natural balance" is a man-made construct. This so-called natural balance is
constantly being interrupted by tsunamis, volcanos, hurricanes, earthquakes,
asteroids--and plagues that occur naturally. Even the smallest living creatures, viruses,
have no qualms about wiping out whole orders of life. As Tennyson wrote of Nature: "I
care for none; all shall die."

What we call a "balance" is really a dynamic whose operations are just beginning to be
understood. What we DO know for a fact is that what we call nature creates this dynamic
and then tears it down at some later point, which is why there are no giant sloths,
sabre-toothed tigers, or velociraptors running around these days. Which is why Pompei
was wiped out, and why a tsunami in Indonesi a couple years ago killed over 250,000
humans, along with assorted fish and wild mammals, and why a chunk of the White Cliffs
fell into the Channel, and why the ice sheets retreated from North America and Europe
ten thousand years ago.

Which is also why this "global warming" nonsense is nothing but a political mantra, since
nobody yet knows for certain why over the eons the earth has drastically warmed and
cooled periodically. We do know that the earth has done this; we do NOT know why, but
we know it happened long before mankind was up off all fours, and that it will happen
again.

A species that can't even predict the weather in a month's time takes it upon itself to
assert solemnly that the world will turn into a gigantic greenhouse in 20 or 50 years. This
is just sheer stupidity, especially since most of the people who subscribe to this
nonsense come from the nondeveloped world where the vast majority of the populations
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believe wholeheartedly in witchcraft and magic.

Here in the US, we KNOW that we do not know what causes drastic climate change.
Alone among many, we hold to the position that science and science alone can tell us
why, and that science is presently unable to do so iwith any verifiable means. We can
guess, speculate, wish, believe, propagandize-- but that is not science.

In the same vein, people who don't want baby seals killed because they are "adorable"
aren't really looking at fact (too many seals equal far less cod), but reacting to emotion
and belief that to them substitutes for cold hard fact. There's far too much emotional and
quasi-religious nonsense about nature, and far too little real knowledge.

87. Mike X, Canada / 6:12pm 18 Nov 2006

Just another shining example of poor journalism. When it comes to this issue this is the
one sided journalism we have come to expect. How many comments from teh animal
rights side fo the issue compared tot eh pro side win thid article? This is not news....its a
press release for animal rights groups great example of the lazy copy and paste
journalism we have come to expect.

88. Martha / 6:13pm 18 Nov 2006

Similarly, science itself has NOT proven any real effect between cholesterol and heart
disease. There is a statistical correllation, but statistics can mask the truth. Maybe people
with arterial plaque are more subject to coronary disease; maybe it's more genetic than
dietary; maybe a whole list of maybe's -- the bottom line is we do not know more than that
there is this statistical correllation. We also know that eating less animal fat doesn't
automatically cure or reduce the incidence of, heart disease. Medicine is as much black
magic as it is science and if you don't think so, think again.

There is very like not a single cause, and therefore no "magic bullet" to curing either
heart disease or global warming, and maybe the true causes are out of our control. We
don't know yet.

89. nick wilson, Vancouver,b.c / 6:17pm 18 Nov 2006
lona,

Many years ago but still within living memory Australia gave the world an example of
brutal pest control. It was called myxomatosis. Got rid of a lot of those cute Australian
bunnies that were causing so much grief for farmers, but made for a long lingering death
for the 'pest'. And now you are dumping on those inoffensive toads you introduced into
the cane fields of Queensland, when you should be adopting them as pets for their lives
are as precious as any seal's.

Nick

90. Katrina, Barcelona / 7:11pm 18 Nov 2006
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Sanny- interesting point about the water. Moderation is of course preferable, | myself limit
my carrrot intake for fear of turning orage!!

JG- | would bet that vegans are more aware of vitamins etc than your average meat eater
Marta- | prefer to act on what | see with my eyes. The meat industry is cruel and
unnecessary and the planet is being damaged by the selfish acts of man. | for one want
to be able to look my grandchildren in the eye and say that | did my best to tread as lighly
as possible on this fragile earth.

91. Martha / 7:22pm 18 Nov 2006

Well yes, we all ought to tread as lightly as possible on the earth. Which is why | don't
wear wild fur (in fact, it's such a nuisance | don't wear fur at all), and limit my family's red
meat intake. We are very conservation-conscious in our household, trying very hard not
to waste water, recycling every imaginable thing, and in short doing what we can. We
bought a gasoline-saving automobile, keep our A/C thermostat at 80, etc. But: we are
using electricity (coal and nuclear powered) to chat on the internet, and | suppose we
could do without that too, except the free and open exchange of ideas is how mankind
betters itself.

92. Davin de Kergommeaux, Canada / 7:26pm 18 Nov 2006

You folks over there in the British Isles and Europe are no ones to speak except as a
bunch of hypocrites. You come over to Canada, hunt down and kill the Aboriginal people
like game, fish our waters bare of fish, rape and pillage our fur bearing animals then get
all huffy when we try to make a living in a controlled harvest just like we have done for
thousands of years. Do you really hate Aboriginal people that much, because that is who
really gets hurt when pelts can't be sold?

93. Martha / 7:33pm 18 Nov 2006

Yes, David; | agree; | especially am infuriated when anybody European talks about the
former black slavery in the USA as if it were present-day Americans who invented the
custom!! Guess they never crack open a history book at all over there. What the Hudson's
Bay Company did in its entirety may never be known; but definitely in many respects all
the European colonial powers left a sad legacy which it took a couple centuries to
eradicate on this continent, and Mexico still has a long, long way to go to get rid of the
pernicious Spanish influence.

94. Fox angel, Rhyl / 7:52pm 18 Nov 2006

| can only hope that we as a country make a stand against the vile trade in seal skins.
Mankind seems not have to moved very far in terms of true humanity. If Britain bans the
import in seal skins, then it will be one small step towards a more enlightened and moral
society, and that is something worth celebrating.

95. JG, Fife / 8:04pm 18 Nov 2006

#93 Martha
It would really be advisable not to start the old debate about how superior American
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people seem to feel to the Europeans. | know about how the slavery situation occurred in
America (Scots in particular were very prominent in the business) | know a bit about
American history (I even know where America is, unlike many Americans and their
knowledge of Scotland and anything non-American). You are right - all of the old
European Empires did terrible things when they had the power - the British Empire is no
exception and when the American Empire reaches the end of its shelf-life, you will be
trying to justify it to others too. | know much of that is generalisations, but you started it!!!

As for the seals, if they are becoming a problem then it makes sense to control their
numbers. | would prefer if a humane way of doing that was used. It makes no sense to Kkill
the animals and just burn or dispose of them. It's like the animal rights people and their
complaints about people slaughtering animals for people to eat - if they weren't eaten
people wouldn't raise them. It may be a bit cruel and | doubt | could kill them myself, but
people eat meat and it has to come from somewhere.

96. Martha / 8:10pm 18 Nov 2006

Fox angel: you still haven't addressed how the cod are going to be protected against
largescale seal predations, which threatens them in addition to illegal trawling by some
nations.

It's a sad fact of nature that one thing dies that another may live. Eskimos have eaten
seals for millennia. They harpoon them and drag them up on the ice where the seal is
dispatched far more slowly than by a knock on the head; furthermore, the Eskimo does
not know whether the dead seal has a pup hidden somewhere under the ice.

Whereas, in the present-day seal harvest in Canada, the seal pups are killed, not the
parents, who live to procreate another year; and the flesh and blubber, as well as the
skins, are used. You might not agree with fur coats, but at least some use is made of the
skin, unlike hunting and fishing for sport, where the aim is to kill something for fun.

97. Martha / 8:13pm 18 Nov 2006

JG: none of us can hold our heads up very high vis a vis our treatment of indigenous
peoples. But then, they were human beings too, and they didn't treat each other very
well. The only reason we had African slaves on this continent in the first place was
because slavery was an entrenched economy in Africa, where Arab slavers made use of
the seemingly endless supply of sub-Saharan flesh. The black slaves were sold to
Europeans who did not have to venture into the hinterlands to try to capture these
people. The slaves were brought to them.

And no, | don't feel superior to Europe, until | view the holocaust and the pograms of the
20th century. That occurred within living memory. And it occurred on your turf, not ours.

98. MadJockMacMad, Edinburgh / 8:15pm 18 Nov 2006

At least the Canadians have never practised Genocide. I'm afraid that is not something
which we can say about Australians! Just when was it again that Aboriginals very finally
included in the Census as Human Beings, oh yes 1967. Very liberal of them I'd say
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NOT!!

I'm not into animal cruelty myself but realy these bleeding hearts here make me sick. This
protest is based on the cuteness of the seals and nothing else.

Why don't we ban fly spray, that must cause suffering to flies after all, they dont die
immediately but linger on for a few seconds until they finally die.

99. MadJockMacMad, Edinburgh / 8:22pm 18 Nov 2006
Martha

The US Of A has been in existence since 1776. Sure there was slaverly before then and
genocide of the indigineous populations prior to that date also. However from that date
onward the USA has to accept the responsilbity for those things carried out in it's name
and allowed by its government.

Britain banned the slave trade in 1801 and emancipated the slaces in 1835. If the War
between the states hadn't occurred god knows when the US might have finally got
around to banning slavery. The Lacotah Suiox migrated to Canada after 1876 and didn't
cause any problems there jsut as they never generated the problems in the US. All of the
problems there were created by the so called Pioneers with tacit Government support.
The only reason the lacotah, the nez perces etc didn't suffer more deaths was down to a
lack of technology, not the wishes of the US people.

100. Sanny, Glasgow / 8:23pm 18 Nov 2006

94. Fox angel, Rhyl

You don't want to wear a Seal skin, that’'s OK it's your right but you have no right to
enforce your decision on anyone else. Personally | couldn’t care less if | never saw a
seal skin with or without a seal attached.

Katrina: | did a brief study on water treatment a little over fifteen years ago in preparation
of a report | was preparing at the time. It was during this study | picked up on some
research being done in Northern European countries that have similar heart problems to
Scotland and also very soft water. There is s statistical correlation between these but
sorry | can’t remember the details.

101. MadJockMacMad, Edinburgh / 8:28pm 18 Nov 2006

Oh and another thing Martha, the British are deemed to have invented concentration
camps during the Anglo Boer war when they concentrated the Boer population into the
camps to prevent them providing succour to those men still out on commando. Genocide
of those resident in the camps was enver a depiberate policy however conditions were
shoking and deaths did occur as a result.

| would suggest however that the first true concentration camps were in fact the Indian
reservations created by the US government in an attempt to control the indigineous
population.

102. JG, Fife / 8:29pm 18 Nov 2006

#97 Martha
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The Holocaust did indeed occur in Europe, and was an aberration orchestrated by a
despotic German madman. Normal people fought the lunatic for 6 years (others a lot less
than that - maybe not everyone is as quick on the uptake, but better late than never, eh?)
and fortunately the rest of the world's efforts ensured we are not all speaking German!!!

It makes no difference what a persons nationality is these days, everything is driven by
greed.

103. Martha / 8:32pm 18 Nov 2006

Yes, MadJock, the USA does have to accept responsibility for slavery past 1776, and as
you may know, it took nearly a century to get rid of this vile practice.

As for genocide, I'm afraid that European Canadians as well as Americans were guilty of
an unwitting genocide that killed far, far more indigenous people than any planned
military campaign, and that was by diseases, specifically smallpox and measles, that
wiped out entire indigenous nations, or at the minimum, reduced them to rag-tag bands
who could not maintain their cultures.

Canada, however smug it may be about not having engaged in large-scale African
slavery, can't exactly hold its head up either with its treatment of First Nations, who within
living memory were taken as children from their homes and put in schools where their
culture was quite literally beaten out of them.

It must be said that the only identifiable group that treated the First Nations with any
modicum of decency were the coureurs du bois, and even they, with their fur trade,
wrecked the native economy in short order.

But that is the story of the human race, and not of Americans, Canadians, or Europeans
specifically. There's no justifying it, and you can't rewrite history though some like to try.

104. Graham Simpson, Vancouver / 8:34pm 18 Nov 2006

Shame on all you who would rush to deprive the Newfies of a little extra money and food
on the table. Their population is about the size of Edinburgh's and in constant decline
mainly through migration for softer jobs in other parts of Canada. These half a million
hardscrabble Newfies who remain, compete with five and half million seals for the fast
declining cod. The seal population has doubled in the last decade and continues to
increase annually. The Canadian and Newfoundland governments enforce very
strictly...the conditions under which these food harvests are conducted... so it's a pretty
tough life out there on the ice or the rough unforgiving Atlantic.

By the way, for those who think otherwise...there are no Eskimos (Innuit is their correct
name), in Newfoundland and there never has been. There was a race of Micmac Indians
many years ago but they were slaughtered by the invasion of mostly Scots/Irish colonists
who are the forebears today's

seal hunters.

If you want to shed a tear for poor little harmless things, consider the annual January
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slaughter in Scotland of the millions of Haggis (or is the plural Haggi). They are
defenseless, without tooth or claw and are torn screaming from the heather only to be
ruthlessly boiled and possibly while still alive, slashed open mercilessly with a huge dirk
as their entrails gush forth to the sound of incomprehensble poetry. How's that for an
emotive argument!

So lads and lassies...before you rush to condemn the Newfies...spend a liittle time
studying the story from all points of view and have a wee though for the baby

Newfies..they too have lovely, appealing, moist, shining eyes and a future in a tough
land!

105. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 8:34pm 18 Nov 2006
FROM THE KILLING FIELDS OF SCOTLAND TO CANADA
And the cull of our nation continues. But we are mere sub-humans

106. Douglas, Bathgate / 8:35pm 18 Nov 2006

#94Fox angel: Maybe the photo is an illustration of "true humanity" with the veneer of
"civilisaton" stripped away.

107. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 8:36pm 18 Nov 2006
It's time to breed and come alive
108. Martha / 8:38pm 18 Nov 2006

The true "concentration camp" in North America came into existence during the
American Civil War, when Union POWSs were herded into small Rebel encampments
where they were systematically starved to death. Many other Union POWs died of
disease from the filthy conditions and exposure to the elements in these same camps.

Indian Reservations in the USA were and are huge tracts of land where the First Nations
were allowed to live according to their own customs, including hunting and fishing, and
where medical and other social aid was and is given to the natives by the US
government. However despicable the reservation was and is, it has absolutely nothing in
common with a real concentration camp. | can't comment about the Canadian
reservations, but they certainly existed and perhaps still do, so please don't hold your
head up too high-- your record with the native people is no better than ours.

109. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 8:44pm 18 Nov 2006

Having said that, | think the EU has made the Scots a protected species. Shame they
won't pass Westminster legislation to reintroduce them into Scotland

110. Martha / 8:46pm 18 Nov 2006

Yep, people here get all gooey and misty-eyed about the dear little furry friends of the
wildwood, until they move into the Tidal Basin in Washington DC and start chewing away
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on the cherry trees, which some beavers did a few years ago here. So trappers (a
vanishing breed if there ever was one) were called in and got the offending rodents out
of the Tidal Basin, and everybody was happy again, except possibly the beavers. But
beavers are a resilient race, and as long as there is water and a stream, they will make
do.

Meanwhile the other little furry friends of the wildwood are busy tearing each other limb
from limb, and eating each other's young in their little nests or dens. So, the organized

and strictly controlled cull of 200,000 fur seal pups doesn't seem all that bad when you

put it into perspective with the rest of the animal kingdom's predations on each other.

Or take raccoons, which prey upon domestic chicken flocks, tear the chicken open and
eat only its liver, leaving the rest of the chicken to rot. Sweet little raccoons! Aren't they
just precious?

111. grannie, glasgow / 8:52pm 18 Nov 2006

All this concern over animals amazes me when | think of the number of aborted babies
each year in this civalised country

112. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 8:56pm 18 Nov 2006

Hey, Martha at97, | live in a hinterland in cental Scotland and | do not have a black slave.
| do have a black friend who lives in the US however and the comparisons between
African Americans in the US and Scots in the UK is quite startling.

Sometimes | feel like | being made to want to be a seal cub in Canada.
113. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 9:01pm 18 Nov 2006

Forgot to mention, Martha, that having all the wars away from American turf is how |
imagine you would prefer it and would engineer it if your country was in a position to do
SO.

114. Fox angel, Rhyl / 9:04pm 18 Nov 2006

Further to my last email, | would like to address those who feel vegans are lacking
nutrients. | have been vegan for fifty years - since | was 9yrs old. | have appeared three
times in the Daily Mail for looking young for my age, so | must have been doing
something right all those years.

By the way, I hill walk many miles over some of the most rugged area's in Britain -
Snowdonia in Wales. Not bad for a fifty nine year old.

So please, no more rubbish about vegans being weak etc...

115. calamity jane, auld reekie! / 9:11pm 18 Nov 2006
lets hpe you do !

116. Meta / 9:18pm 18 Nov 2006
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Fox angel. You probably are young for the average Daily Mail reader who is definitely a
blue meat eater

117. Meta / 9:19pm 18 Nov 2006

Too much blubber here for seals

118. Martha / 9:21pm 18 Nov 2006

113 Jock: You bet. Sun Tzu's rule of war: take it to the enemy.

119. Meta / 9:24pm 18 Nov 2006

Check out Lidl in the run up to Christmas, they might have seal leg steaks on offer.

120. Martha / 9:25pm 18 Nov 2006

The USA can boast at least one African-American billionnaire. Americans of color
occupy both houses of Congress, are mayors, governors, Secretaries of State, local and
regional leaders, and so on ad infinitum. There was a huge movement to try to convince
Colin Powell (black) to run for President, but his wife refused to allow him to do it. Blacks
fill our community rosters in schools, pulpits, and industry.

Having lived in Europe, | can attest to the unbelieveably slanted news about the USA
you get there; and as for your black friend here, he may feel somehow put down because
of his color but then again, maybe his failures are his own fault, not somebody else's. |
simply don't know, and frankly, neither do you.

121. Martha / 9:34pm 18 Nov 2006

| don't know how we got from the seal cull to race in America, but anyway...

Hey, no doubt the fur seal cull is America's fault too. Why not? Everything else is, from
global warming to muslim atrocities in Sudan to the ozone layer over Antarctica to
tsunamis in Japan to the drought in Australia.

Lucky for the rest of the world, you can always blame America for your woes instead of
your own laziness and stupidity. We on the other hand have no one to blame, as we're
responsible for everything on earth plus sun spots, black holes, asteroids, supernovas,
and the expanding universe.

122. St Monance, Fife/Canada / 9:42pm 18 Nov 2006

May | suggest you reconsider your position. Recent scientific reports warn that the fish
population is disappearing at an incredible rate . . . and the seal population, after years
of bans on the seal hunt, have denuded the cod population off Canada: a population that
once was so great that vessels bringing early settlers reported an inability to proceed
due to the banks of cod fish. In a world where people are starving, culling the seal herds
to numbers that sustain them, while reducing their destructive pressures on the fish
population should be lauded . . . not damned.
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123. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 9:45pm 18 Nov 2006

Martha, it is nice to know that there is one black american billionnaire out of 300 million
people but | think the thread here is seals in Canada.

Makes you wonder if the bludgeoned byproducts are valued on the cour of their skins.

124. Menzies, Canada / 9:51pm 18 Nov 2006

#119: interesting - while | was oot and aboot, seals seem to have evolved and now have
legs.

Martha, it was the Anglican and Catholic church-run residential schools which committed
the bulk of the abuse against the indigenous people's children in Canada. With God on
our side, eh? Also, to correct a small detail, it was the early Scots settlers who appear to
have treated the native people the most kindly, legally marrying their native brides, not
so much the courier de bois, who were mostly entrepreunerial fur traders and
adventurers. As the natives and the Scots both come from clan systems, perhaps there
was an inherent understanding of how their family structures worked. A lot of native

people with MacSomething for last names to this day. This has nothing to do with seal
culls, | know.

125. Menzies, Canada / 9:55pm 18 Nov 2006

#104 Graham: thank you! the Eskimo thing was grating with me too but I'd taken enough
on with the seal cull. Inuit, please folks.

126. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 9:59pm 18 Nov 2006

Oh Martha, please do not get paranoid.

Everyone knows America had nothing to do with God made disasters. We only blame
you for the man made ones. British Empire got it when they were in charge of the world. It
goes with the job. STiff upper lip and all that.

Now please don't cry. Viagara in suppository form is recommened for weakening citizens
of benign empires.

127. Meta / 10:04pm 18 Nov 2006

124. Ming-us, | was being satyrical

128. Martha / 10:16pm 18 Nov 2006

You're right-- the thread is seals, but of course as usual the forum wandered off into
blaming the USA for whatever it was that occurred to the writer. What this has to do with
the seal cull escapes me, but maybe some of the white billionnaires wives, or the Asian
female billionnaire, or the wife of the black billionnaire, buy sealskin coats, even though
those are illegal in these United States and have been for many, many years.
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My opinion is that the seal cull sounds like it is properly managed, so | see no problem
with it as long as the seals are used not only for vanity, but for food and fuel by
Canadians. Seals reproduce every single year, and | suspect that the 200,000 or so
pups that are slaughtered are probably about the same number that drown, are crushed
by their fathers, or starve to death when their mothers are taken by oceanic predators.

129. Meta / 10:30pm 18 Nov 2006

Martha, Maybe that is why they breed so fast. If | lived in the Sudan I'd be breeding faster
than a rabbit, never mind a seal.

130. Angus, Balloch / 10:31pm 18 Nov 2006
Pictures speak louder than words on some occasions.

If you want to see the cruelty involved in seal killing and to other animals, you will find it
in the link below.

http://www.liberation-mag.org.uk/Home.htm [http://www.liberation-mag.org.uk/Home.htm]

131. JG, Fife / 10:38pm 18 Nov 2006

#128 Martha

| never blamed you or the Americans in general for anything - | actually just took the
hump at you suggesting we didn't read books or know anything about history, American
or otherwise. Anyway, you are right - that isn't the subject matter here!!

| wondered how much of the seal meat is consumed. | have less of a problem if the
animal is killed for food and then the pelts used (it would be wasteful to simply dispose of
them) than if it's just so people can look pretty.

132. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 10:42pm 18 Nov 2006

Aye, Meta 129, so why are the Scots not breeding as fast as they can? Has it anything to
do with breeding in captivity?

Aye, Angus 130, are there any photos of the aftermath of Culloden?
133. Jock Tamson, Scotland, Caledonia, Alba / 10:48pm 18 Nov 2006

Martha (128) Do you think it's better, as a seal pup, to be crushed by your father rather
than by your mother?

134. Menzies, Canada / 11:08pm 18 Nov 2006

Jock, given that the bull seals weigh in at around 550 Ibs and the females weigh roughly
half of that, Mom sounds like a safer bet. Martha is stating fact here, as some of the pups
do get crushed by the bulls at the breeding grounds.

135. Menzies, Canada / 11:12pm 18 Nov 2006
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JG, | think it's most the pelts and the oil that have any commercial value. The Inuit eat the
meat but | think in the cull, most of the meat gets used for silage. | could be wrong here -
correct me anyone who knows.

136. Steve Phillips, Australia/ 11:17pm 18 Nov 2006

Ive always said that there is nothing better than to wear the skin of some flayed animal
next ones own to remind us that we are at the top of the food chain.
Feel free to quote me

137. Betty, Australia / 11:32pm 18 Nov 2006
They should have banned it years ago.
138. Harry Carnie, British Columbia, Canada. / 11:38pm 18 Nov 2006

#63 you covered the topic well. Chances are those opposed to the seal hunt will not read
it. Most wild eyed fanatics do not like to consider facts, or common sense.

(protesting!)If you want a worthwhile cause ..protest Japan, Norway and Iceland hunting
whales. THEY ARE an ENDANGERED SPICIES. The seal meat IS utilized, by the way.If
the seals were not culled chances are they would starve eventually..as the cod and other
fish they live on have been pretty well fished out. NOTE;The Europeans had a large
hand in this event

139. CANUCK, TORONTO -CANADA / 12:11am 19 Nov 2006

Do you think we might induce the Yuppie chefs of the new cuisene rage to present some
dishes of Seal ?.

This could be added to the chic menu of Ostrich,Aligator,Elk,Bison,Moose,Wild deer,Wild
Boar,Grouse,Pheasent,Wild Duck,Quail,

Wild goose ,Wild Salmon or Trout and of couse in many places Horse.

| sympathise with the people of Newfoundland, perhaps they should show the world
what the colonies of seals look like,they might have a shock.Some colonies can make
the Wildebeast of Africa look insignificant.

In many parts of Africa that have to cull the Elephants and other wild animals because
they are too numerous for the habitat that they live in and nothing much is said. Perhaps
the eyes of Elephants and other animals involved are not big enough to feel sad about?
Once slaughtered they are burnt, they do not even become jungle meat,which Africans
are said to like. Is it because some people see the seal cull as somthing done with a
financial motive that makes them become upset ? Perhaps if we just culled the seals and
burnt them it might be less odious for them

But if seal could become,as it is,a bountious source of nutrition like fish we might solve a
few problems with just one stroke ???

140. Winston, Europe / 12:15am 19 Nov 2006

The human poulation is needing more and more food. There is not (or won't be) enough
natural fish in the seas and rivers for all of us. So what do we do? We farm more. Trout is
farmed, salmon is farmed, cows, pigs, goats, chickens, ducks, geese etc. And while all
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that is going on we are trying to keep the natural habitats alive. So for those that want
seal meat and skins, why don't they try to do it in a rational farming manner and leave the
natural ones alone. We don't need them or the fish they eat. But we do like to see them
roaming around in their natural habitat.

I will not knowingly buy a seal product from a seal that has been killed in this barabaric
medieval way.

In any hunt, the annimal has a chance to get away. Thats the fun | suppose of hunting.
Apparently seal cubs have no chance. If | was a modern Eskimo, I'd rather go in for
salmon farming than this.

In Scotland you can still see salmon jumping up the burns and rivers? Why, probably
because they are protected and a lot of the salmon we eat is farmed.

PS in the word "hunt" there is the idea of "searching" and "tracking". Seal hunting doesn't
seem to have any of that.

Apart from eating fish, what other inconvenience does a seal have to the human race?

141. Penelopetel, Canada / 12:34am 19 Nov 2006

Eskimos - A tribe in Alaska. Inuit in northern Canada, not Newfoundland or Labrador.
Now how about what gets done to geese to produce pate-de-fois-gras. I've NEVER
heard of any animal rights activists objecting to that. Clubbing, as so many have said,
has been outlawed for 20 years. Before you all go off half-cocked look inward at your
own country's history, be it US, UK, EU countries, Australia etc. "Let he who is without sin
throw the first stone".

142. Toni, Santa Barbara,CA / 1:15am 19 Nov 2006

I'm glad that all the commentators contributing to this discussion are not all facing off in
the same room. I'm sure the clubbing wouldn't be confined to the luckless seals.
This issue is clearly all too visceral. We banned the export of the pelts..full stop.

143. RAV, vegans are healthy ? / 1:25am 19 Nov 2006

Actually | tried a nearly vegan, low cal diet for a few years & did lose weight, felt better
overal once | figured out the diet but | have definately backslid & would eat a seal if
offerred. Buddha would advise against killing but food is food to a subsistance economy
which the Inu, Inuit & others in Labrador still follow to some extent so why can't we just
leave them to it? Don't like fur? Don't buy it! Don't like meat? Don't eat it! | wonder how far
anti alcohol advocates would get if they tried to ban the use of cereals for the production
of what is a dangerous, evan poisonous substance - grain alcohol? Why do the celebs &
$seeking anti sealing orgs not picket the local beef slaughter plants? No $ to be raised?
No glamour?

144. MadJockMacMad, Edinburgh / 2:38am 19 Nov 2006

Martha

Your nation massacred time after time native Americans, you attack the Canadians.
Why did Sitting Bull call Queen Victoria the Snow Grandmother if he didn't hold her in
some esteem.

The fact is that the USA actively implemented a policy of Genocide
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Canada never did, not while under direct British rule or under Canadian Rule.

Yes these diseases did cause problems but that was down to lack of understading and
medical knowledge. God if that knowledge had been known in the 1850/60 era the US
would have implemented it without hesitation. It is only sicne we acquired more
knowledge that it has been realised that western dieseases caused thouse problems.
Need we go on about the rest of the US abberations, Vietnam, Nicaragua etc

And as the old joke goes, USA late for the first world war, late again for the second but by
god we wont be late for the third even if it means we have to start it ourselves!!!!

Sort yourself out before having a go at any one else

145. MadJockMacMad, Edinburgh / 2:41am 19 Nov 2006

#140 Winston

Good luck to you in attempting to buy a seal product from a seal that has been killed.
Personally, | have yet to be able to engage in any form of conversation with a seal but if
you know some who are running shops and also being killed you must report it to the
police immediately, after all we dont want shops owned by seals to be done away with
on account of violent criminals

146. MadJockMacMad, Edinburgh / 2:47am 19 Nov 2006

Aye and Winston where are you seeing Scottish samoln jumpiing? The netting industry
has seen the death of that, Humans not seals there by the way although they may have
passed on advice you never know.

The great salmon rivers of the world are not in Europe but in North America, British
Columbia in particular.

Lets go steak hunting, the cattle have lots of chance to get away especially after the steel
bolt is shot through their skull.

Humans are meat eaters lets be real. If you dont like how it gets to your plate dont eat it.

What next, Plants feel pain?

147. Wilma, Alberta / 2:49am 19 Nov 2006

#78 Gareth.

It would not matter where | live, | just do not agree with the killing of Seals. It is my choice
and | do not ask you to agree with me. You make your own choices in life and so do |.

| didn't choose Alberta. My folks did when they made the choice to come to Canada. |
love, Alberta, Canada and it is well known that the Oil companies were here before |
was.

| like you get sick when | see the mess that Oil does to our planet.

You live in Ottawa, so contact your MP and complain about the Oil.
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Furthermore, we have lots of Coyotes here, in fact right across from where | live but they
do not kill them or move them. Dogs and Cats are attacked by them and we are told we
have to live with them. That's life.

Please don't start a War between Eastern and Western Canada. | respect your comments
and do not wish to get into an argument over them.

Have yourself a wonderful weekend and find time to go out and enjoy our Country and
the nice people that we have in it.

148. Bram Seer, All of Scotland / 11:55am 19 Nov 2006

Did anyone ask the local fishermen for their opinion of the cull?.

This is yet another case of the Townies misguided emotions interfering with country
peoples way of life and income...what would you rather see starving people or cute little
seal pups....Get real...

149. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 11:58am 19 Nov 2006

| am pleased to read that most of you on this poster board do find the Canadian Seal
Slaughter "Barbaric". | am also opposed and very pleased that the EU has a vote on the
floor to ban "Seal Products. | have done a lot of research on this subject, and definitely
have found enough facts to dispell the "Canadian Goverments Propaganda and
Redderick of the whole deal.First they have not completed a Population Estimate of The
Seal herd since 1992! Greenland has, and they say 4.1 million as of 2005. The
Canadian Gov't. has maintained a guess of the population of 6 Million seals since 1996.
This is a commercial quota killing of the seals, a sealer gets paid "PER SEAL", so all that
swingin of the club goes very quickly, and the seals die slowly and painfully drowning in
their own blood and many are skinned alive! There are 400 Inuit people populating the
east coast of Canada, (Cencus Canada 2006.) There are 6-7000 Sealers taking part in
this so called hunt.(So Not INUIT), They continue to use and abuse a Inuit Tradition ,
discrediting these peoples fine culture and tradition, an Inuit person knows how to Kill
quickly and painlessly and they take only what they need. Not hundreds of thousands,
even in decades. The commercial sealers leave the meat and carcass on the ice to rot
away. An Inuit person would never do such a thing. As this atrocity has been going on
commercially for decades, the quailty of the water in St. lawrence Seaway has become
"Hypoxic", not just from pollution but from overwhelming rot of Seal Carcasses (Decades
Full), without enough Apex predators such as Sharks to clean it up.( Sharks are
endangered again by us humans) with the water being so low in oxygen, Gill Breathing
Fish have no chance of surviving let alone fish stocks recovering! Seals Diet: less than 2
% of a seals diet is fish, they dive and eat crustaceans. Total Commercial Quotas of
Seals killed DO NOT included the seals that are Shot & Lost or Struck & Lost! The
equation is to count one Seal for every Seal Landed. So if last year they killed 326,000
Seals, double it and you may get close to the actual number of Seals killed.Ask
yourselves, "Do you ever believe anything any Government will tell you? Do you need to
wear or buy fur? It is people that create the demand for such things, and it will be the
consumer that ultimately shuts this "Nonsence " down for good. | believe that there is
very little majic left in the world, meaning things untouched by Humans, what is left
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needs our protection, like the Arctic Circle, definitely the Seal Rookeries of East Coast
Canada, Greenland, wide open spaces etc. Thank God Antarctica is protected and that
Pennquins don't have Fur, they would be next.Even if there were 10 Million Seals, their
Habitat is vast!

150. Bram Seer, All of Scotland / 11:59am 19 Nov 2006

Did anyone ask the local fishermen for their opinion of the cull?.

This is yet another case of the Townies misguided emotions interfering with country and
native peoples way of life and income...what would you rather see starving
people(Innuits) or cute little seal pups....Get real...

151. Catcrazy, Glasgow, Scotland / 12:02pm 19 Nov 2006

| support a ban on the import of sealskin because | have seen the IFAW footage of the
slaughter. Clubbing seal pups and skinning them while they are still alive is barbaric.
There are other cruelties to other animals and we have to try to eradicate them too - here
is something we can do right now to help stop this particular one. Do not buy anything
made from sealskin and write to the government to ask for a ban. Perhaps the IFAW may
draw up a petition so look at their website. Hopefully the EU will make a ban mandatory if
the government doesn't want to introduce one - it was the same with fur if | remember
rightly.

152. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 12:03pm 19 Nov 2006

Thank you #37,
You Aussies are right on and way ahead of everyone else as far as conservation and
stewardship. God Bless.

153. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 12:49pm 19 Nov 2006

#96, Hello Martha,

You say they only kill the seal pups, not the adults so they may procreate. a Seal does
not reach sexual maturity until it is 7 years of age, that is if they survive for that long. This
seal slaughter is not sustainable. The only reason most of the kill are young ones is
because the Fur Industry requires "Perfect & Pristine Pelts", the adult pelts are of not
much value, and clubbing them is preferable as putting bullet holes in the Seal Pelt
makes it less valuable for the "Fashion Industry". The baby seals after 12 days old are
what they are after, period. | like to tell it like it is. | am from Canada and have seen more
than | care of this Seal Hunt. Again they are not eating all the fish(Cod). Go on-line and
type in "There is Something Rotting in the Gulf of St. Lawrence" very informitive.

While they leave all the meat and Carcass on the ice to rot (can't be much on a baby
seal), the polar bears are taking it on the chin and are also affected as seals are their
main diet, they are starving, do you think the Canadian Government could manage this a
litlle better? | doubt it , their track record is dismal at best in the conservation of anything.
The only reason Canada has anything left is due to the low population 30 some million
people, if you had 300 million people everyone would be planting trees and there
wouldn't be much else left. Start conserving now.
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154. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 1:25pm 19 Nov 2006

#104, from Vancouver, such a nice place British Columbia. Most of us just don't buy the
poor hard luck Newfie story and how tough it is at the Atlanic. The maritimes are
subsidized by the rest of the hard working Canadian Tax Payers through Equalization
Payments, Welfare Payments, Unemployment Enjoyment Payments, and Extended
Unemployment Enjoyment Payments. That would be the only way | would stay. The
Fishing Industry is in Collapse Wordwide because of Over-Fishing, The Seals cannot
possibly be eating all the fish in the seas all over the world. The Seal Hunt goes on for a
month or so, hardly an income to be missed or cannot be replaced by other innovative
means. But then again if all that money is being supplied for nothing why go to work.? In
defence of many Newfoundlanders, they have the sense to move out and on to the boom
in Alberta, Alberta, another georgous place in Canada. There are 4000 living Mikmak
individuals, most are living in the Northeastern U.S.of A. Some in Maine, some in Nova
Scotia, | know because they are my ancestors, | am half Mikmak and the rest is Irish.

155. Tracey, England / 2:38pm 19 Nov 2006

Seals are 'maggots'? Humans are the maggots. We are the worst pests on this earth.
What will it take to make people realise that we can't carry on raping this planet for a
quick buck? In 50 yrs time there will be no more fish. Go vegan! For the planet.

156. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 3:02pm 19 Nov 2006

Dear Martha, post #128.
"your opinion is that the seal cull is properly managed" and "that it is not all for vanity, but
food & fuel for Canadians"

| wonder do you believe everything that is told to you or what the Canadian Government
so repetatively touts as their defence of this seal slaughter? | wish you would do some
research, atleast get some numbers correct, learn the movement and migration of the
Seal Herd, Birthing rates. Check out Fur Grading, what requirements they have for the
pelts. Read some of the news available on line for How the Governement isn't even
going to process the pelts in Canada but outsource all of that work further screwing the
people in the Maritimes out of a job. Check out the Barry Group, Costco, etc. Check out
the DFQO's Website, hasn't changed in over 10 years! All this is about is Pristine Perfect
Pelts, Seal Penisus for "Ancient Chinese Medicine. It isn't even about the population of
the Seal Herd because Canada doesn't even know that much. They pay their
Veternarians to say the word," Humane" at all costs. There isn't even a market for the
meat. They are trying to peddle Seal Oil Capsules at a hefty price touting medical
signifigance. If you need to boost Omega 3 fatty acids, Buy Flax Seeds and sprinlke them
on your food or there is Flax seed oil for this. Much more affordable too. The seals are
hunted in Iceland, Greenland, Arctic, Norway, they are all hunting the same Herd of
Seals annually, and they are not on the same page with other countries cooperativiey
sharing info. on the landed catch of these hunts. This has gone on unchecked for
decades, by far Canada has the largest take and the only reason is for Fur money, and
the Seals rookery just so happens to be on the ice floes of Eastern Canada for a short
couple of months. i grew up in Canada and still visit frequently, | never see seal meat in a
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grocer nor have | ever eaten it or been served it anywhere. Please stop repeating the
Government BS.

157. Francine, USA / 4:32pm 19 Nov 2006

| totally agree with STEVE and way to go FOXANGEL ,you being a vegetarian is great
and no one has the right to knock you for it ... don't beleive these animals were put on
this earth to be treated so cruel...How many have to die before we stand together for
these animals....

158. from the heart of the evil empire, calif / 6:47pm 19 Nov 2006

was going to put my two bits worth in about the abhorent "humane seal cull" but
parkingmeter has said just about said it all especially 'Please stop repeating the
Government BS.";as for looking for solution to the overpopulation thing,there are studies
being done with good results using birth control medicine and perhaps capture and
relocation to depleted areas,etc.i could go on for pages about this but maybe i should
ignore the inane comments and actually get out and try to do something postive for the
environment instead of contributing to the ecological disaster this entire planet has
become.

159. Jock MacSprog / 6:26am 18 Nov 2006

when we have cured every disease, caught every terrorist, found a replacement for oil,
stopped every war, then maybe then | might turn my attention to the fate of seals, but lets
face it pretty low on my list of things wrong in the world.

160. Alan Reid, Wellington, New Zealand / 8:00am 18 Nov 2006

lona, spot but you might as well talk to the wall, rather than get sense out of these
rednecks. "generally humane fashion" yeah right. Listen # 2 the oceans fish stocks are
on the brink of collapse because of HUMAN OVER FISHING. | guess your one of the pro
whaling lobby because, acording to the Japs, whales are to blame for a deline in fish
stocks.

1. Man in the middle / 9:24am 18 Nov 2006

lona #3, the pot calling the kettle black, no? Kangaroos for dog meat, cockatoos shot and
poisoned and let's not forget how you still treat the 'abos'.

162. Wee Hev, The Land of Plenty / 10:56pm 18 Nov 2006

Re slavery. Let's get it into perspective: The state of sefdom never existed in Britain, nor
Scotland, until the Norman invasion. By the time the French were having a revolution,
"peasants” in Britain and Scotland were not having entirely crap lives at all, given the
century they lived in (18th) and were not bondsmen, the women not chattel.

By contrast: Arabs began the slave trade, and perpetuated it throughout Africa and Asia
long after slavery was banned by the British colonialists and "Americans" - 2nd and 3rd
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generation colonialists from all over the world - not just Britain. African tribal laws
condone slavery and perpetuate it throughout Africa today.

Let's compare the rights of women in Arab or African countries to the
USA/Canada?Australia if we are going to bleat on about slavery and colonialism.

Back to the subject of culling: Martha has said it all. Let's keep to common sense. That
said, Paul Maccers has big eyes and that "doe-like" stare. But | would happily club him!

Arabs still carry out a thriving slave trade. Now. Today. In the 21st century.

163. 'Suck' McCrunchie / 8:37pm 19 Nov 2006

Is it true a seals favourite drink is Canadian Club on the rocks?

164. EuroTrash, Canadian Eastern Arctic / 10:57pm 19 Nov 2006

Whatever one's position on the Canadian seal harvest which is and remains an entirely
sustainable and justifiable use of the earth's resources, one should recoil in horror at the

blatant bias and error in a report produced by someone calling themselves a political
editor.

From the schlock title to erroneous claim of a "growing international revulsion at the
violent cull" which is contradicted by the fact that pelts are selling for higher prices today
than they were before the start of the lucrative animal protest industry campaigns of the
last thirty years.

This article is a textbook example of the kind of hack journalism this issue like that of
whaling attracts.

It can be produced in little time with next to no research required. Just look up last years
hack work, check out the IFAW web site and Bob's your uncle.

It doesn't refer to the millions being made by the animal protest industry.

It makes no mention of the fact that the EU hardly consumes any seal skin at all. So a few
sporrans are made; so what?

Most pelts go to Norway which isn't a member of the EU. Any further EU bans would
have a net zero effect beyond increasing the animal protest industry's credibility and
bankability.

If this ban goes ahead we will have a situation whereby an entirely humane (at least
when stacked against all manner of other accepted current uses and methods of
harvesting animals) and lets not forget SUSTAINABLE product and livelyhood will be
banned while EU citizens walk past fishmongers selling critically endangered and

horrifically harvested (yet perfectly legal) fish species every day of their confused and
self righteous lives.

The biased and self serving garbage that passes for journalism from the likes of James
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Kirkup is the lynchpin to ensuring that sanctimonious rich people determine the policies
and priorities of the politically and economically vulnerable based on little more than
aesthetic prejudices and capacity for self delusion.

James Kirkup's reporting is a small yet perfectly formed example of why the environment
and our ability to understand it and live within it's means are genuinely screwed, not the
seal hunters of the North Atlantic and Arctic.

165. Graham Simpson, Vancouver / 11:06pm 19 Nov 2006

nbr 154 from Florida (Bush country eh!)...you sound like a Reagan/Thatcher dinosaur
with the jargon unemployment/enjoyment payments. In your case it would have been
more appropriate for you to take the Marie Antoinette attitude and say 'let them eat hake',
alas they too are a fast dwindling stock. By the way in case you don't know...
unemployment insurance in Canada (now called employment insurance) is funded by
equal employer/employee contributions and does not come from the public purse.
Furthermore payments are terminated after two years. As for equalization payments...we
are a very democratic country and are prepared and proud to have a system that
redistributes some of the country's wealth from the 'have' to the 'havenot' province. But
don't worry about the Newfies! Pretty soon their vast maritime oil reserves will be up and
running and they can pay us all back! You won't see one of them out on the ice then!

It's also quite possible that you are a 'Snowbird" exile and not just a Yank who doesnt
know any better. If that's the case just remember we have no

'Katrinas' here. Newfoundland is our Katrina for the time being and will stay that way until
we have helped them to their feet.

166. Willie the sailor, Glasgow / 11:53pm 19 Nov 2006

Townies haven't a clue about such things! Seals doubled in numbers in Eastern Canada
in about 20 years - and probably in Scotland too. They eat about 10 kilos of fish a day,
which adds up to a large fraction of our fish stocks. They may look cute but | once tried to
free a seal that was trapped by a rope and it did its best to bite my leg off!

The bleeding heart brigade should have a thought for all the poor defenceless fish that
are ripped to shreds by seals.

167. Newfie Jim,, Mobile ,Newfoundland / 12:31am 20 Nov 2006

#165,Graham, Thanks for your last. | was after gettin a bit worried with all ths bs from
#154, The Parkingmeter. | guess someone must have overloade his meter, Methinks he
raves outrageously with anti govt potshots and madeup facts. With the deadly situation in
Iraq and the potential Nuclear possibilitys of North Korea and Iran .You'd be after
thinking that Parkingmeter would be shivering in his boots there in Walt DisneyLand or is
that Bushwackers Paradise?

#164 EuroTrash, right on b'y.

168. Jeremy / 1:33am 20 Nov 2006

41 of 48 2/1/07 3:57 PM



Scotsman.com News - UK - Ban call over Britain's shocking trade in se... http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1708672006

Well | don't think they should be banned.
169. Scotsman in Dublin / 9:56am 20 Nov 2006

Always amazes me how upset people get about killing seals. Dont see any headline
pages like this about regular culling of foxes, or deer, or what about rats? Should we
refrain from poisoning rats?

Is it because seals are cuddlier, or did they feature in a disney movie. :)
170. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 11:59am 20 Nov 2006

| love poster boards!#164. Why do you say the Seal Slaughter is sustainable and
justifiable?

#164. Thank you for the correction, El. My sister works for the Gov't, E.I. Fraud dept. and
there is no end in site for her.

#167. What does bad Nuclear Science In Iran, North Korea have to do with Marine
Mammals? If they fire one over this way we will shoot it down and send em one in return
if need be, Why, because were buddies here in N.America. Here in Florida, lately we call
it a swamp beside a huge toilet called the Gulf of Mexico.

#166. What is a "Townie"? and | want to mention when you try to help free up a wild
animal ( good soul) don't do it alone , call for help because they all have teeth.

171. Parkingmeter, Sarasota Florida,U.S.A. / 12:51pm 20 Nov 2006

#169. | think the topic is Marine mammals, particularly Harp Seals. One animal at a time.
We probably shouldn't poison the rats, because the rapid extinction rate of all species
happening on the planet presently, may mean we may have to farm raise em! | don't
know if Seals are cuddlier, Grizzly Bears are good looking animals too, but they just as
soon take your head off, the seals will apparently just bark and bite your leg off.

We all need to leave the Wildlife to their own intelligence, because human intelligence is
just not working out for them.

172. Newfie Jim,, Mobile,Newfoundland / 2:21pm 20 Nov 2006
parking Meter, #170 What has EI got to do with Marine Mammals? And does yer sister

not have an end? I'm sorry to hear that. Hope she didn't get it bitten off by as Seal Pup or
Polar Bear.

173. It's heading straight for us!, Edinburgh, Scotland / 4:49pm 20 Nov 2006
Nice one Mr Kirkup!

As if the sporran makers in Scotland don't have enough to worry about you have to write
this nonsense! These reputable and long established businesses are very careful about
the sources they use and this is just going to stir up psycho animal rights activists to
attack them and the kilt makers they supply.
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This industry has already been decimated by floods of inferior products coming in from
India etc and being sold on the high street. And where do you think the pelts come from
for these? not Sealskin, that's too expensive, not Bovine (for obvious reasons). Whatever
they can catch would be the answer.

At least the sealskin industry is controlled to some degree, the trouble is everyone gets
emotional because you all remember the image from the 70's of some slack jawed yokel
in a checked shirt clubbing a poor wee seal.

The price of sealskin has gone through the roof because of demand from the far east,
sporrans account for a tiny percentage so why give them the grief - very convenient, very
cheap - well its sells papers | guess so at least your industry is safe!l!

174. Toni, Santa Barbara,CA / 7:12pm 20 Nov 2006

From today's Washington Post comes another slaughter to get rabid about (aboot) --this
time about the barbaric killing of Dolphins

"Intelligence Of Dolphins Cited in Fight Against Hunt
Others See Equal Weight In the Value of Tradition

By Rick Weiss
Washington Post Staff Writer
Monday, November 20, 2006; Page A01

A coalition of marine scientists has launched a campaign to halt Japan's annual "dolphin
drive," in which thousands of bottlenose dolphins are herded into shallow coves to be
slaughtered with knives and clubs.

The government-sanctioned event, which extends through the fall and winter, has been
under fire for years from environmental and animal rights activists.

Japan's annual dolphin hunt, shown in this 2003 photo, has faced opposition for years. A
group of scientists and administrators of zoos and aquariums is asking Japan to put
tighter restrictions on the government-sanctioned event. (Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society Via Associated Press)

But in a potentially influential escalation of that battle, mainstream scientists and
administrators of zoos and aquariums -- some of whom have been criticized for buying
surviving dolphins for use in their shows -- have united to condemn the practice."

Harpooning of whale? The annual massacre of the Tuna in Italy? bulls in the corridas?
Etc etc..British cluster bombs in Iraq?

175. weeshooie, West Lothian Scotland / 9:57pm 20 Nov 2006

seal pup skins are not used in sporrans.
who made all the money on selling them? it certainly was not Canada. the seal skins
were all bought up in Scandinavia where they waited till the price increase came into

43 of 48 2/1/07 3:57 PM



Scotsman.com News - UK - Ban call over Britain's shocking trade in se... http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1708672006

effect before they would sell even one skin.

the proportion of seal skin used in sporrans compared to the worldwide usage is less
than one percent.

| guess pretty young seal pups make better press than the slaughtering of dogs and cats
in other countries!

If seals suffer a painful death, then spare a thought for the Halal meat slaughtered round
the world. before someone jumps up and say racist, that is not the case, it is a
comparison of how we kill animals all over the world and nothing more.

no doubt the British Government will bow to popular demand over the killing of
something with pretty big eyes.

any further comment on the British Government and my opinion of the same could lead
to a worse fate than the seals suffer

176. Toni, Santa Barbara,ca 3:05pm pst/ 11:08pm 20 Nov 2006

In your own backyard. From the AP on msn.com

The practice of the Chinese skinning dogs and cats ALIVE was highlighted months ago.
Recently in China they had a show where clearly terrified stricken animals were
shredded by lions and tigers for the viewing pleasure of the paying public.

"EU proposes ban on sale of cat, dog fur
New law would extend to 25 nations in bloc; fur found in clothing, kids toys

"Updated: 8:50 a.m. PT Nov 20, 2006

BRUSSELS, Belgium - The European Union’s executive commission proposed Monday
to extend a ban on the sale, import and production of dog and cat fur to all 25 EU
nations, saying the measure was taken a response to an overwhelming public outcry.

The European Commission said it found cat and dog fur in some clothing, personal
accessories and soft toys for children being sold on the European market, either falsely
labeled as another kind of fur, or hidden within the product.

“Just the idea of young children playing with toys which have been made with dog and
cat fur is really something we cannot accept,” said Markos Kyprianou, the commission’s
consumer protection commissioner. “In Europe, as you know, cats and dogs are
considered companion animals and nothing else.”

Kyprianou said Europeans were shocked by “images of cats and dogs being kept in
cages and slaughtered in cruel and shocking conditions for their fur.” He noted that 15
EU member states already have bans in place, but that an EU-wide ban — which he
expected to be approved quickly — serves to bring clear guidelines for all member
nations.

'People are disgusted'
Because of the fur trade’s secretive nature, he said, it was hard to estimate how much
dog and cat fur finds its way onto the market or pinpoint

177. Toni, Santa Barbara,ca 3:10pm pst/ 11:11pm 20 Nov 2006

Add it #176 cut off incomplete
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However, a December 2005 investigation by the Australian animal-rights group Humane
Society International showed dog and cat fur production had taken place in the Czech
Republic and other Eastern European states.

“People are disgusted when they find out that cats and dogs are killed every year for
their fur,” said HSI Director Mark Glover.

HSI estimates around 2 million cats and dogs are killed for fur each year, with an
estimated 5,400 cats and dogs killed in China each day.

178. Parkingmeter / 10:48am 21 Nov 2006

Toni, Santa Barbara,

Thank you.

Did you see the video of the dolphin slaughter? It's sickening,and just as horrific as the
seal hunt, and the back yard fur farms in Asia/China. They showed the people dragging
the dolphins behind the cars while still alive, among other things. Your right , it is every
animal being exploited for money. | am not shocked or desensitized , | am Outraged
everyday, by the treatment "So called Human Beings" dish out to animals and fellow
humans. What was it God said to man, " | give you Dominion over the earth, Take care of
it",, Soooo when do we start?.

179. Anthony, Glasgow / 6:57pm 21 Nov 2006

No limits 43: No, most people have never been on a seal hunt. Same way they've never
worked with nuclear weapons. Does that mean they can have no opinion on that either?
Most people have never streaked naked down a busy steet. Does that mean no one
other than the steaker is entitled to an opinion on whether it's right or wrong? You see
where I'm going on this? This planet and the creatures on it, are not the sole preserve of
any group of people. Clubbing seals is disgusting. That's my opinion.

180. Steve Phillips, Australia/ 11:17pm 21 Nov 2006

| agree with those who say that the emotion stirred up by these acts are derived from the
esthetic qualities of the animal rather than the event itself.

So many people these days look for something to be angry and outraged about because
of some percieved inadequacy. | just say get some perspective and develop a sense of
proportion.

Oh and if clubbing seals in Canada has been outlawed for so many years why are you
ignorant people talking about clubbing, cant you read????

181. James F, Glasgow / 12:10am 22 Nov 2006

Steve (*180),

Sometimes it's good to respond to your emotions. You'd have to be unusual to watch a
young mammal being clubbed to death - for what are evidently cosmetic reasons - and
not feel some sense of regret or indeed anger.

Your comments about clubbing and outlawing in Canada are somewhat indecipherable.

2/1/07 3:57 PM



Scotsman.com News - UK - Ban call over Britain's shocking trade in se... http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1708672006

46 of 48

There appears to be no doubt that seal cubs are being clubbed to death in Canada.
Perhaps if they captured the seals and disposed of them in an arctic abbatoir there
wouldn't be so much of an outcry.

But they don't; so the oucry is justified. There is no attempt to kill these seals in a humane
manner and quite frankly that is not good enough for an avowedly civilised country like
Canada.

Doreen (*28) thinks a vegan diet is "nightmarish". Don't knock it till you've tried it. It's the
only diet that makes sense of our relationship with other animals and any informed
medic will assure you that a vegan diet is the healthiest one on offer.

If we stopped killing animals for food we would have a much clearer perspective about
killing them for fashion.

182. Steve Phillips, Australia / 9:56am 22 Nov 2006

181. James F,

| respect your stand as a vegan and wish you well. | have unfortunately Ive had the
chance to see how livestock is "humanely" killed in an abbotoir and frankly even as an
avowed meat eater | was not impressed. | harvest a reasonable proportion of my families
meat from the bush in the form of kangaroo. It is healthier than the introduced european
meat animals and does not have to suffer the trauma of transport, penning and the
slaughterhouse. It is also more plentyfull now than when europeans landed here as we
now provide roos with a year round supply of food (crops) and water (farm dams and
water troughs) All of which the roos unique physiology takes full advantage of.

| cannot see that a ban on pelts in the EU could possibly help if indead the EU does not
account for a significant market.

Oh and GO EUROTRASH good comment!

183. Andrea, Washington, DC / 10:49pm 22 Nov 2006

There is a wealth of scientific evidence showing that the seal hunt is not sustainable, as
ice cover off the Atlantic coast, where seals give birth, is rapidly thinning and there is
evidence that seal mortality rates are rising. | think that politicians and the international
community should not wait until harp seal populations have declined to the dangerous
level seen in the 1960s after decades of over- hunting before they call for an end to the
seal slaughter. Furthermore, unnecessary cruelty to wildlife, whether rare or abundant,
should not be tolerated. There is no need to have real fur coats or accessories in the 21st
century when so many non-fur options are available.

184. Parkingmeter / 12:43pm 23 Nov 2006

#172.

E.l does have a connection here. Presently the Sealers/fishermen in newfoundland are
wanting to collect it when the seal hunt is finished just like their sealer friends in Quebec,
they think they should be able to collect it too. They think they need bigger boats, less
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regulations and the meeting was actually about boat safety and stability, the
sealers/fishermen say they cannot afford to bring there vessels up to snuff and the
stability booklet won't be availabe for 5 years.

185. James F, Glasgow / 11:34pm 24 Nov 2006
Hi Steve (182)
Thanks for the respect.

| worked as a "rag and bone man" collecting butchers' brock (rubbish) for the summer of
'74. | also taught biology for a long time and visited abbatoirs to collect hearts, lungs,
eyes etc for dissection. | would echo your comments about the unimpressive "humane"
killing of animals. In these places it seems efficiency (ie the bottom line) is more
important than the animals' sensitivity. But it is out of sight - out of mind?

| hear what your saying about eating kangaroos and | would agree that importing
animals from Europe is complete nonsense but | believe the whole meat trade is
nonsense.

| used to work for a couple of professors of nutrition, Mike Lean from Glasgow University
and Annie Anderson from Dundee University. They both agreed that we don't need to eat
animals.

If we don't need to kill animals for food, then it follows that our only excuse for killing them
is for pleasure. | can't justify killing an animal for pleasure, whether that animal is
roaming free in Oz or tethered in a veal crate for most of its life. Both are unnecessary. At
least the 'roo has some quality of life before it gets the chop - but your family don't need
meat. Check it out.

| think your right about the limited effect of a European ban on importing seal pelts but |
would still support such a ban, if only to send a message to the Canadians that their
frontiersman mentality is not acceptable.

There are other good reasons for creating distance between ourselves and animals. We
get a lot of disease from animals: vCJD, E coli, Listeria to name but three. Avian flu is
apparently just around the corner. Experts predict it will kill millions of people when it
mutates to a form that passes between people.

We could virtually eliminate the possibility of this imminent genocide by ending poultry
farming worldwide. That's not going to happen and more's the pity.

Commenting on this article has closed.

47 of 48 2/1/07 3:57 PM



Scotsman.com News - UK - Ban call over Britain's shocking trade in se...

48 of 48

Related Links

Steal This Card

Find the best credit card for your situation.
www.revenuereview.net

Search For Credit Cards At Netster.com
Netster.com makes it fast and easy to find
what you need.

www.netster.com

StudentMarket.com: Student Credit Cards
StudentMarket.com provides student credit
card education and links to ...
www.studentmarket.com
LendingTree.com - Credit Card

Fill out 1 simple form, and receive up to 4 real
cradit card nffare in

http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1708672006

2/1/07 3:57 PM



